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SELECTMEN’S  REPORT. 


In  accordconce  with  the  provisions  of  the  By-Laws  of 
the  Town,  we  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report : 

The  work  of  widening  and  straightening  Middle 
street,  has  been  continued  the  present  year,  partly 
under  the  personal  supervision  of  the  Selectmen,  and 
partly  by  contract, 

A  small  amount  is  still  due  under  the  contracts, 
for  which  an  appropriation  will  be  required,  and  also 
to  build  railings  in  such  places  as  the  safety  of  the 
public  travel  seems  to  require. 

The  case  of  Catherine  McCue  against  the  Town, 
to  which  allusion  was  made  in  our  last  annual  report, 
has  resulted  in  a  verdict  against  the  Town,  nominal 
damages. 
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This  result  shows  the  wisdom  of  contesting  the 
case,  as  the  verdict  is  a  more  favorable  one  than  anv 
other  that  could  have  been  rendered. 

The  work  of  repairing  the  highways  has  been  done 
under  the  direction  of  the  Surveyors  chosen  by  the 
Town,  and  it  is  but  just  for  us  to  say  that  in  our 
judgement  they  have  performed  their  duties  faith¬ 
fully  and  honestly,  and  with  as  good  results  as  could 
be  expected. 

It  is  also  just  to  Mr.  Thomas  Hill,  one  of  the  Sur¬ 
veyors,  to  state  that  of  the  amount  which  he  has  ex¬ 
pended  in  excees  of  his  appropriation,  nearly  the 
whole  was  ordered  by  the  selectmen. 

The  thanks  of  the  town  are  due  to  Mr.  George  W. 
White  for  the  gift  of  more  than  two  hundred  loads  of 
gravel. 

ABIJAH  ALLEN,  \  Selectmen  of 
DA YID  H.  BATES,  j  Braintree. 
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SCHOOLS 


HIGH  SCHOOL. 


Charles  E.  Stetson,  teaching  . 

.  .  ^  .  $1,400  00 

Martha  Reed  “ 

.  .  450  QO 

R.  C.  Payne  &  Co.,  coal  . 

.  .  10  00 

J.  F.  Sheppard,  coal 

60  19 

J.  H.  Melius,  shavings 

45 

E.  T.  Ellis,  kindlings 

.  .  6  40 

$1,9^7  04 


POND  SCHOOL. 


Freeman  A.  Arnold,  teaching  school  19  weeks  at 


• 

• 

• 

0 

• 

0 

• 

•  •  • 

$199 

50 

Mary  Fennesey,  teaching  21 

weeks  at  $10.50  . 

220 

50 

E.  M.  Thompson,  “  37I 

8.00  . 

299 

20 

S.  Ella  Torrey  “  40 

(ft 

8  00  . 

320 

00 

Lois  E.  Jenkins,  “  2^ 

a 

7  00  . 

17 

50 

R.  C.  Payne  &  Co.,  coal  . 

• 

•  •  • 

39  75 

J.  F.  Sheppard,  coal 

• 

•  •  « 

70 

37 

E.  T.  Ellis,  kindlings 

• 

•  •  • 

6 

40 

J.  H.  Melius,  shavings 

UNION 

•  •  • 

SCHOOL. 

75 

Ella  F.  White,  teaching  32  weeks  at  $10.50  . 

$336 

50 

Alice  H.  Rounds,  “  i 

u 

10.50  . 

10 

50 

Mary  C.  Copeland,  “  7 

• 

0 

d 

73 

50 

S.  L.  Burnham,  “  40 

8.00  . 

320 

CO 

M.  J.  Bearing,  “  19 

<( 

8.00  . 

152 

CO 

I.  M.  Rogers,  “  21 

u 

8.00  . 

168 

00 

J.  F.  Sheppard,  coal 

• 

•  •  • 

56 

72 

R.  C.  Payne  &  Co.,  coal  . 

• 

•  •  • 

8 

53 

E.  T.  Ellis,  kindlings 

• 

•  •  • 

16 

00 

J.  H.  Melius,  shavings 

•  •  • 

75 

Walter  E.  Arnold,  care  of  house 

•  •  • 

57 

00 

Arthur  Hamilton,  “  “ 

•  •  # 

8 

75 

$1,173  97 


$1,208  25 
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IRON-WORKS  SCHOOL. 

S.  A.  Childs,  teaching,  8f  weeks  at  $10.50  .  $90  30 


S.  A.  Hammatt, 

it 

30 

a 

at 

10.50  . 

315  00 

S.  A.  Hammatt, 

it 

9 

it 

at 

8.00  . 

72  00 

Susan  Allen, 

a 

I 

a 

at 

8.00  . 

8  00 

Joanna  Penniman, 

it 

21 

it 

at 

8.00  . 

168  00 

Alice  M.  Mason, 

it 

39i 

it 

at 

8.00  . 

318  40 

Susie  E.  Reed, 

ti 

9 

it 

at 

7.00  . 

63  00 

J.  F.  Sheppard,  coal  . 

• 

• 

• 

•  • 

73  75 

E.  T.  Ellis,  kindlings 

• 

• 

• 

•  • 

14  00 

J.  H.  Melius,  shavings 

• 

• 

• 

•  • 

15 

W.  A.  Allen,  care  of  house 

• 

• 

•  • 

20  90 

A.  H.  Mason,  '  “ 

ii 

• 

• 

•  • 

34  50 

-  $1,178  00 

EAST  SCHOOL. 


Victoria  P.  Wild,  teaching  39!  weeks  at  $10.50 

J.  F.  Sheppard,  coal . 

E.  T.  Ellis,  kindlings . 

J.  H.  Melius,  shavings . 

Dennis  Dugan,  fuel . •  . 

Dennis  Dugan,  care  of  house  .  .  .  . 


$415  80 
23  50 

16  40 

45 
3  00 

17  00 

-  $476  15 


SOUTHEAST  SCHOOL. 


Alice  M.  Cushing,  teaching  40  weeks  at  $8.00 

$320 

00 

J.  F.  Sheppard,  coal  .... 

•  •  • 

23  94 

E.  T.  Ellis,  kindlings 

•  •  • 

8 

40 

Edgar  W.  Wild,  care  of  house 

•  •  • 

15 

00 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

M.  E,  C.  Bannon,  teaching  40  weeks  at  $8.00 

$320 

00 

J.  F.  Sheppard,  coal .... 

•  •  f 

18 

44 

E.  T.  Ellis,  kindlings 

•  •  • 

15 

20 

J.  H.  Melius,  shavings 

•  •  • 

90 

Thomas  Downey,  care  of  house 

•  •  • 

15 

00 

SOUTHWEST 

SCHOOL. 

Helen  A.  Williams,  teaching  40  weeks. 

p 

00 

b 

0 

$320 

00 

J.  F.  Sheppard,  coal  .... 

•  •  • 

18 

44 

E.  T.  Ellis,  kindlings 

•  •  • 

4 

00 

H.  Almon  Jones,  care  of  house 

•  •  • 

t  7 

50 

Oscar  E.  Ellis,  “  “ 

•  •  • 

7 

50 

$3^7  34 


$369  54 


$357  44 


rj 
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WEST  SCHOOL. 


Avis  A.  Thayer,  teaching  35^  weeks, 

at ‘$8.00  . 

$281 

0 

VO 

Marcia  B.  Keith,  “  5  “ 

7.00  . 

35 

00 

J.  F.  Sheppard,  coal .... 

•  • 

19 

06 

E.  T.  Ellis,  kindlings  ^  . 

«  • 

8 

00 

Elisha  Savil,  care  of  house 

•  • 

15 

00 

-  $358  66 

MIDDLE  STREET  SCHOOL. 


Lottie  E.  Allen,  teaching  40  weeks,  at  $8.00  . 

$320  00 

J.  F.  Sheppard,  coal  .... 

19  06 

E.  T.  Ellis,  kindlings  .... 

9  60 

J.  H.  Melius,  shavings  .... 

65 

Alice  F.  Stone,  cleaning  house 

I  05 

George  F.  Goodnow,  care  of  house  . 

15  00 

$365  36 

Total  cost  of  schools 

• 

• 

1^7,781  75 

INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES 

OF 

SCHOOLS. 

Isaac  W.  May,  printing  .... 

High  School 

^5  50 

C.  E.. Stetson,  lettering  diplomas  . 

« 

u 

4  50 

C.  E.  Stetson,  printing  programmes 

« 

6  00 

C.  E.  Stetson,  tuning  and  moving  piano 

(< 

(( 

4  00 

Nichols  &  Hall,  crayons 

u 

ii 

CO 

0 

C.  E.  Stetson,  repairs  on  battery  . 

(( 

(( 

6  50 

C.  F.  Pierce,  repairing  stoves 

u 

n 

8  00 

E.  H.  Frary,  repairing  clocks 

il 

]  30 

Elias  Hayward,  stationery 

n 

66 

2  00 

E.  H.  Frary,  repairing  clock  . 

• 

Pond  School 

2  75 

C.  F.  Pierce,  repairing  stoves 

u 

u 

18  00 

P.  D.  Holbrook  &  Co.,  supplies 

u 

66 

3  85 

Elias  Hayward,  stationery 

« 

li 

2  78 

P.  D.  Holbrook,  knobs  and  hooks  . 

a 

I  20 

E.  H.  Frary,  repairing  clocks  and  erasers 

Union  School 

5  58 

C.  F.  Pierce,  repairing  stoves 

u 

i6 

45  66 

P.  D.  Holbrook,  supplies 

u 

66 

60 

J.  M.  Arnold,  brooms  and  crayons 

a 

(< 

2  90 

S.  A.  Hammatt,  erasers  .... 

Iron-Works  School 

60 

S.  W.  Pratt,  repairing  stoves  . 

n 

il 

18  38 

Elias  Hayward,  books,  etc. 

u 

ii 

il 

18  20 

P.  D.  Holbrook,  supplies 

• 

East  School 

46 

S.  W.  Pratt,  repairing  stoves  . 

• 

i 

6  64 

Elias  Hayward,  crayons 

.  .  East  School 

$  50 

A.  J.  Bates  &  Co.,  supplies 

(<  u 

I  00 

C.  F.  Pierce,  repairing  stoves 

.  Southeast  School 

4  00 

P.  D.  Holbrook  &  Co.,  broom,  etc. 

((  ii 

70 

Elias  Hayward,  books  and  crayons 

u  u 

I  52 

P.  D.  Holbrook  &  Co.,  broom 

South  School 

40 

E.  H.  Frary,  repairing  clock  . 

a  n 

•  • 

2  00 

C.  F.  Pierce,  repairing  stove  . 

u  n 

«  • 

3  00 

Elias  Hayward,  crayons  . 

it  u 

25 

C.  F.  Pierce,  repairing  stove  . 

. '  Southwest  School 

4  00 

P.  D.  Holbrook  &  Co.,  broom,  etc. 

(4 

73 

Elias  Hayward,  books  . 

U  (( 

4  78 

C.  F.  Pierce,  repairing  stove  . 

West  School 

6  00 

Elias  Hayward,  books  and  crayons 

u  u 

•  • 

I  95 

C.  F.  Pierce,  repairing  stove  . 

.  Middle  Street  School 

4  00 

Lottie  E.  Allen,  cards 

a  a  ii. 

87 

P.  D.  Holbrook  &  Co.,  sundries 

H  (i  <( 

I  43 

Elias  Hayward,  books  and  crayons 

n  u 

I  66 

Noah  Torrey,  record  book,  etc.  .  .  “  “ 

INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES  OF  SCHOOL-HOUSES. 

I  60 

$206  87 

A.  G.  Whitcomb,  school  furniture.  Iron  Works,  .  *  . 

$54  75 

W.  K.  Baker  &  Son,  expressing, 

66 

3  00 

A.  W.  Peterson,  repairing  plastering. 

(( 

I  75 

T.  B.  Stoddard,  setting  glass. 

u 

7  90 

G.  S.  Baker,  key. 

66 

42 

Mary  Welsh,  washing. 

66 

3  10 

B.  J.  Loring,  Jr,,  repairs. 

3  50 

East,  '  .  .  . 

4  94 

T.  B.  Stoddard,  setting  glass, 

u 

7  70 

G.  S.  Baker,  locks,  hinges,  etc.. 

u 

4  33 

C.  C.  Webster,  repairs. 

n 

4  00 

J,  B.  Rhines  &  Co.,  lumber. 

n 

2  48 

Blake  &  Alden,  settees,  ^  Middle  St., 

12  00 

J.  B,  Moore,  repairing  pump. 

66 

I  00 

Adam  Hobart,  whitewashing. 

ii 

4  50 

T.  B.  Stoddard,  setting  glass. 

n 

3  00 

South, 

7  00 

Mrs.  Genders,  washing, 

a 

3  00 

L.  Y.  Studley,  repairs. 

Pond, 

I  00 

T.  B.  Stoddard,  setting  glass. 

66 

outheast,  .  .  '  . 

7  30 

C.  C.  Webster,  repairs,  S 

2  75 

T.  B.  Stoddard,  setting  glass. 

4» 

I  00 

A.  W.  Peterson,  repairing  plastering,  Southeast, 
J.  M.  Cutting,  bolt  and  screws,  “ 


T.  B.  Stoddard,  setting  glass. 

Southwest 

Union, 

H.  A.  Berry,  repairs. 

it 

F.  A.  Bates,  carting  gravel. 

u 

1 

T.  B.  Stoddard,  setting  glass. 

West, 

Elisha  Savil,  repairs. 

(1 

Mary  Maguire,  washing, 

Union, 

E.  T.  Ellis,  labor, 

Pond, 

T.  B.  Stoddard,  setting  glass. 

■  High, 

UNION  SCHOOL-HOUSE. 

A.  F.  Hannaford,  contract . 

C.  W.  Hobart,  repairs  .  .  ^  . 

Thomas  Hill,  self,  horse,  and  cart,  2  days,  $3.25 
“  self,  3^  “  1.50 

S.  W.  Hollis,  man,  horse,  and  cart,  3  “ 
boy,  “  “  2 


(c 

(( 

u 


man. 


20  loads  gravel 
superintendence 


(( 

(( 


3-25 

2.75 

1.50 


By  cash  returned  to  treasury 


Order  drawn  in  favor  of  S.  W.  Hollis 


MIDDLE  STREET  SCHOOL- HOUSE. 

Joseph  Huff,  carting  gravel . 

A.  F.  Hannaford,  labor  and  stock  .... 
Wm.  J.  Dana,  labor,  i|  days,  $3  00  .... 
Joseph  W.  Thayer,  labor  and  stock  .... 
.Elias  Holbrook,  “  •  7^  days,  $1.50 

E.  W.  Holbrook,  “  8^  “  1.25 

Simeon  Thayer,  “  3^  “  1.50 

A.  W.  Peterson,  mason  work . 

J.  M.  Bunker,  labor,  4I  days,  $1.50  . 

“  82  loads  gravel . 

G.  H.  Arnold,  setting  tree . 

“  labor  and  superintendence  . 


$i  50 

48 

1  50 

5  15 

9  75 

2  20 


I 

75 

85 

I 

25 

6 

00 

6 

00 

$176 

85 

$180  000 

5 

24 

6 

50 

5 

25 

9 

75 

5 

50 

3 

00 

2 

00 

5 

00 

$222 

24 

27 

76 

$250 

00 

$250 

00 

00 

fO 

37 

2 

CO 

5 

25 

2 

86 

10 

r'. 

CO 

10 

63 

4 

00 

'-4 

9 

23 

6 

37 

4 

10 

45 

5 

00 

$100  00 
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ALMSHOUSE. 


Appraisal,  Feb.  i,  1876  . 

$1,613  30 

Esek  T.  Ellis,  superintendent,  salary 

300  00 

P.  D.  Holbrook  &  Co.,  groceries 

174  27 

H.  M.  White,  ,  “ 

56  19 

J.  Marcus  Arnold,  “ 

• 

255  93 

Henry  Mann,  meat 

86  89 

Jon.  S.  Hollis,  “  ... 

1 

27  14 

T.  W.  Sampson,  “  ... 

28  12 

Wm.  A.  Hodges,  bread  and  crackers 

72  44 

Levi  W.  Hobart,  grain  and  meal 

193  17 

Braintree  Clothing  Store,  clothing  . 

33  30 

Wm.  A.  Kane,  dry  goods 

43  59 

J.  F.  Sheppard,  coal 

39  07 

G.  W.  White,  wood  and  plank 

14  50 

Isaac  N.  Tirrell,  two  pigs 

24  00 

John  Crowley,  cow  .... 

75  00 

Elisha  Morse,  hay  .... 

46  30 

Braintree  School  Fund,  rent  . 

200  00 

E.  Hayward,  medicine 

8  33 

H.  S.  Page,  “  . 

3  10 

Noah  Torrey,  medical  attendance  . 

9  50 

Henry  Arnold,  repairing  harness 

2  25 

Hiram  A.  French,  ploughing  . 

• 

4  50 

Wild  &  Shay,  blacksmith  work 

31  08 

F.  B.  Parks,  tinware  and  repairing  stove 

7  30 

E.  W.  Dailey,  sundries  . 

2  00 

E.  B.  Holmes,  fish  .... 

10  58 

Holbrook,  Hobart  &  Porter,  leather 

5  90 

Loud  &  Pratt,  lumber 

I  08 

E.  T.  Ellis,  sundries 

28  72 

J.  R.  Frasier,  services  and  ^penses 

15'  so 

S.  W.  Hollis,  “  as  overseer  . 

21  00 

Abijah  Allen,  “  “ 

12  00 

David  H.  Bates,  “  “ 

9  00 

S.  W.  Hollis,  services  on  acct.  of  tramps 

• 

15  00 

“  expenses 

• 

6  00 

D.  H.  Bates,  services  on  acct.  of  tramps 

0 

0 

0 

►H 

$3,486  05 


ALMSHOUSE  CREDITS. 


Appraisal  Feb.  i,  1877 . 

Cash  received  for  fuel  for  schools,  library,  etc. 

“  removing  snow  .  ’  . 

“  rolling  gravel 


.  $1,880  49 
.  1 19  20 

.  6  00 

3  00 


(( 
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Cash  received  for  distributing  town  report 

$4  50 

(( 

li 

“  labor  around  Pond  School-house 

6  00 

<( 

a 

“  hay  and  produce  from  farm  . 

82  28 

(( 

(( 

“  labor  of  team  and  man  on  Middle 

Street . 

53  75 

- $2,155  22 

Cost  of  poor  in  almshouse . $1,330  83 

The  auditors,  in  estimating  the  town  property  at  the  almshouse,  have 
placed  the  value  of  many  articles  below  the  price  of  last  year,  not  only  to 
cover  the  depreciation  due  to  age  and  wear,  but  to  meet  the  lower  prices  for 
which  similar  articles  can  now  be  bought ;  this  reduction  would  be  more 
apparent  in  the  sum  total,  were  it  not  for  the  excellent  condition  of  the 
property.  The  present  superintendent  has  not  only  kept  everything  in 
the  best  order,  but  has  materially  added  to  the  value  of  many  articles  by 
extensive  repairs  ;  one  wagon  has  been  almost  wholly  rebuilt  by  him,  and 
all  have  been  painted  and  put  in  good  condition  ;  the  farming  and  other 
tools  are  all  in  good  order  and  ready  for  immediate  use,  and  everywhere 
may  be  seen  the  evidences  of  his  industry  and  skill. 

BENJ.  F.  DYER. 

N.  F.  T.  HAYDEN. 

EBEN  DENTON. 


INMATES  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 


Isaac  Wild  .... 

Age. 

60 

Days. 

.  .  .  366 

George  W.  Hall 

50 

366 

Mary  A.  Littlefield 

59 

366 

William  Wild  .... 

61 

366 

Sally  White  .... 

71 

.  .  .  366 

George  N.  Thayer 

41 

307 

Marston  Cummings  . 

69 

232 

John  Carrigan  .... 

26 

.  .  .  107 

Thomas  Jordan 

71 

.  .  .  127 

Jerusha  Jordan  .... 

62 

.  .  .  48 

Mary  Jordan  .... 

29  . 

36 

James  Jordan  .... 

26 

34 

Cynthia  Savil  .... 

76 

.  .  .  48 

Wm.  S.  Fogg  .... 

65  .  . 

7 

Jerry  Sexton  .... 

66 

8 

517  tramps  .... 

•  •  • 

519 

Total  number  of  days 

•  •  • 

3,303 

Total  number  of  weeks 

•  •  • 

47if 

Cost  of  poor  per  week 

$2  8i| 

I 
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POOR  OUT  QF  THE  ALMSHOUSE. 


Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital,  for  support  of  Charles  E. 
Thayer  ........ 

For  support  of  Jacob  Veazie  .  .  .  .  . 

“  ‘‘  William  Kincaide  .... 

Northampton  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  for  support 
of  Mary  Goodman  .  .  .  .  '. 

Town  of  Yarmouth,  support  of  Jordan  family . 

A.  Allen,  removing  Jordan  family  .... 

Mrs.  Nightingale,  aid  to  C.  A.  Hayden’s  child 
Ralph  Houghton,  funeral  “  “  “ 

u  a  «  «  «  « 

G.  C.  Hallenback,  funeral  expenses  of  Bertha 
Crosby  ........ 

John  W.  Cook,  aid  to  Bertha  Crosby 

T.  H.  Bearing,  medical  attendance  on  Bertha 

Crosby . 

R.  C.  Payne,  coal  to  N.  B.  Tellier . 

A.  J.  Ba'tes  &  Co.,  groceries  to  N.  B.  Tellier 
Police  Station  No.  ii,  Boston,  expense  of  William 


Wild . 

A.  Allen,  cash  paid  fare  for  paupers 
Proctor  Bros.,  supplies  to  Wm.  Mulligan 
“  “  “  Sophia  Lehman 

J'.  F.  Sheppard,  coal  to  u  u  ^  ^ 

J.  M.  Arnold,  groceries  to  «  u  ^  ^ 

T.  H.  Bearing,  medical  attendance  on  Sophia 
Lehman  ........ 

I 

J.  F.  Sheppard,  coal  to  Tristam  Balton  . 

J.  B.  Allen,  wood  to  “  “  .  .  . 

A.  J.  Bates  &  Co.,  groceries  to  Tristam  Balton 
Joel  F.  Sheppard,  coal  to  T.  J.  Balton  . 

A.  J.  Bates  &  Co.,  groceries  to  T.  J.  Balton  . 

J.  F.  Sheppard,  coal  to  Sarah  A.  McCormac  . 

C.  S.  Williams,  clothing  to  Sarah  A.  McCormac  . 
John  Crane,  shoes  to  Sarah  A.  McCormac 
A.  J.  Bates  &  Co.,  groceries  to  Sarah  A.  McCormac, 
J.  F.  Sheppard,  coal  to  Mrs.  Patrick  Howard 
John  Crane,  shoes  “  “  “  “ 

J.  B.  Allen,  wood  “  “  “  “ 

A.  J.  Bates  &  Co.,  groceries  to  Mrs.  Patrick  How¬ 
ard  .  .  .  . 

John  Crane,  shoes  to  Mrs.  Lynch  .  .  .  . 


$218  97 
236  92 
206  80 

192  61 
112  38 
17  03 

4  57 

7  50 

15  00 

20  00 
14  70 

9  00 

2  25 

6  00 

3  72 

4  50 

8  00 

5  97 

51  II 
46  00 

7  00 

11  29 

8  00 
8  25 

2  25 

12  00 
4  50 

3  50 

2  50 
24  00 
23  62 

16  35 
10  00 

3  00 

I  CO 
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n 


u 


(( 


« 


u 


<( 


L.  D.  Stone 


(( 


(( 


(< 


A.  J.  Bates,  groceries  to  Mrs.  Lynch 
John  Crane,  shoes  to  Michael  Stanton  . 

Joel  F.  Sheppard,  coal  to  Mrs.  A.  H.  Hunt 
T.  H.  Hearing,  med.  att.  “ 

J.  M.  Arnold,  groceries  “ 

Elias  Hayward,  medicine  “ 

Wm.  McEwan’  groceries  to  R.  Bentley  . 

C.  W.  Smith, 

H.  M.  White, 

P.  D.  Holbrook  &  Co.,  “ 

J.  R.  Frazier,  wood  to 
Noah  Torrey,  med.  att. 

H.  M.  White,  groceries  to  J.  E.  Wheeler 
P.  D.  Holbrook  &  Co.,  “  “ 

Noah  Torrey,  med.  att.  “ 

H.  M.  White,  groceries  to  Mrs.  E.  Langley 
P.  D.  Holbrook  &  Co.,  “  “ 

Town  of  Randolph,  aid  to  “ 

R.  W.  Turner,  coal  to  “ 

H.  M.  White,  groceries  to  Mrs.  B.  F.  Hayden 
P.  D.  Holbrook  &  Co.,  “ 

G.  W.  White,  wood  to 

H.  M.  White,  goods  to  Mrs.  S.  Taunt 

P.  D.  Holbrook  &  Co.,  “  “ 

Stephen  Farnum,  supplies  to  “ 

Wm.  A.  Kane,  dry  goods  to 
Ralph  Houghton,  funeral  exp. 

H.  M.  White,  aid  to  Gardner  W.  Mansfield 

goods  to  Bridget  Connors 
“  Betsey  Wild 

Joseph  Huff,  wood  to 
P.  D.  Holbrook,  goods  to 
J.  R.  Frasier,  cash  to 

“  aid  to  tramps 

Braintree  Clothing  Store,  clothing  forW.  B.  Smith,  Jr 
A.  J.  Bates  &  Co.,  goods  for  Harriet  Dalton 
J.  F.  Sheppard,  coal  “  “ 

P.  D.  Holbrook  &  Co.,  goods  for  Edward  Huff 

“  Thomas  Buker 


(< 


<< 


« 


u 


u 


« 


(( 


(( 


(( 


a 


(( 


(( 


N.  R.  Proctor, 

J.  F.  Sheppard,  coal 
J.  M.  Arnold, 

A.  J.  Bates  &  Co., 


<< 

(< 

u 


(i 

a 


“  Elizabeth  Farnum 
to  Richard  McNair 


a 


u 


J.  M.  Bryant 


45 
4  75 
48  16 

4  00 
10  61 

23  40 
9  03 
6  00 

95  00 

35  02 

15  00 

5  00 

24  00 

32  93 

1  00 
42  87 

31  73 
60  75 
4  50 

36  00 
72  21 

6  00 
34  00 

16  02 

2  00 

17  00 
15  00 

6  00 

4  30 
50  05 
21  75 

2  05 

5  00 

77 
5  00 
52  00 

8  37 
93  26 
28  02 
10  00 

9  08 

3  09 

4  19 
12  00 

4  00 
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Town  of  Easton,  aid  to  Snow  family  .  •  . 

“  Weymouth,  aid  to  Jane  Smith 

“  “  “  Mary  E.  Nason 

“  “  “  J.  F.  Welch  . 

“  West  Bridgewater,  aid  to  Snow  family 


u 


it 


ii  a 


a 


a 


Rockland 


Brockton, 

City  of  Worcester,  aid  to  Jane  K.  Dyer 
J.  F.  Sheppard,  coal  to  Geo.  Carneyj 
“  “  “  R.  Bentley  . 

A.  J.  Bates,  goods  to  Mrs.  Barton  . 

‘‘  “  “  Aaron  Leavitt 

Wm.  A.  Kane,  dry  goods 
J.  R.  Frasier,  expenses  to  Dorchester 
and  Brighton  ..... 

Patrick  Moils,  conveying  pauper  to  hospital 
John  H.  Sumner,  horse  hire 
Noah  Torrey,  medical  attendance  to  Mrs.  Nightingale 
“  “  “  sundry  persons 

Town  of  Quincy,  aid  to  Delia  W.  Hayden 
“  “  “  “  Wm.  Mulligan 

“  “  “  “  Chas.  F.  Arnold 

R.  W.  Turner,  coal  to  Newell  Langley 
N.  R.  Proctor,  goods  to  Geo.  Carney 

C.  H.  Mann,  meat  to  Mrs.  A.  H.  Hunt 

J.  R.  Frasier,  overseer,  .... 

S.  W.  Hollis,  “  .... 

expenses  to  Brockton  twice 

“  “  Quincy  three  times 

S.  M.  Hollis,  fare  to  Boston  five  times 
“  use  of  team 

A.  Allen,  Overseer 

D.  H.  Bates,  “  .  .  .  . 

use  of  team 


a 

it 


Credit 


By  cash  from  town  of  Weymouth 


it 

ii 

city  of  Chelsea 

32  50 

il 

a 

town  of  Randolph 

65  16 

it 

ii 

Hingham  . 

4  75 

ii 

a 

Methuen  . 

9  08 

Due 

it 

city  of  Boston  . 

126  00 

a 

a 

Weymouth 

2  25 

it 

a 

New  Bedford 

no  08 

it 

ii 

Chelsea 

2  00 

$8  oo 
i8  75 

35  50 

3  65 
69  50 
17  07 
34  15 

4  19 
2  10 

22  00 
8  00 
2  36 


25 

00 

00 

00 

25 


5 

5 

3 

6 

4 

96  01 
16  02 
4  50 
4  50 
3  05 

3  95 
18  00 

30  00 
2  50 

50 

2  50 
15  50 
30  00 
12  00 

4  00 


$6  00 


i 


$2,796  45 
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Due  from  Randolph 
“  “  Hingham 

Cash  refunded 


$3  09 
16  00 
10  00 


Total  cost  of  poor  out  of  almshouse 


SURVEYORS  OF  HIGHWAYS. 
J.  B.  Wood,  Surveyor. 


J.  B.  Wood,  labor,  51^  days. 

$2.25 

•  • 

$115  87 

“  horse  and  cart. 

75i  days,  1.75 

•  • 

132  12 

Charles  A.  Arnold,  self, 

horse 

and  cart,  67 

i  days, 

$3-25  . 

219  37 

Leonard  P.  Hunt,  self 

horse  and  cart,  I2i  days. 

$3.25  . 

40  62 

Albert  W.  Dyer,  self,  horse  and  cart,  1 14  dayj 

5,  $3-25 

37  37 

Asa  Robbins,  “  “ 

it  J  (( 

3  25 

3*25 

Patrick  Maguire,  “  “ 

“  4i  “ 

3-25 

13  81 

“  labor, 

H 

days,  $1.50  . 

3  38 

Thomas  Finnegan,  “ 

73l 

U 

% 

1.50  . 

iio  25 

Martin  Eagan,  “ 

36! 

u 

1.50  . 

54  75 

Albert  Clark,  “ 

3H 

(( 

47  25 

John  Murray,  “ 

27 

n 

.  “  . 

40  50 

Thomas  Huston,  “ 

5| 

it 

ii 

8  62 

E.  D.  Maybury,  “ 

5^ 

ti 

ii 

8  25 

Patrick  Newman,  “ 

3l 

a 

ii 

5  25 

Geo.  Mansfield,  “ 

ii 

ii 

26  25 

James  E.  Wheeler,  “ 

4 

ti 

ii 

6  00 

R.  F.  Hollis,  “ 

6^ 

a 

it 

9  75 

Jechonias  Penniman,  “ 

10 

a 

ti 

15  00 

Thomas  Bfiody,  “ 

2  ^ 

it 

ii 

3  75 

Michael  Finnegan,  “ 

2 

a 

ii 

3  00 

Moses  Hunt,  “ 

5 

a 

ii 

7  50 

Joseph  Huff,  “ 

2 

it 

ii 

3  00 

Geo.  W.  Kelley,  “ 

a 

ii 

2  25 

Ben.  Landers,  “ 

4 

ti 

it 

6  00 

Wm.  C.  Stoddard,  “ 

■2  7  (( 

ti 

5  55 

Wm.  Newman,  '  “ 

12 

a 

1.25  . 

14  99 

James  Slyne,  “ 

12 

a 

15  00 

Otis  Dean,  “ 

a 

1.75  . 

2  19 

Daniel  Friel,  “ 

• 

•  • 

I  57 

F.  A.  Pratt,  “ 

• 

•  • 

I  42 

Elisha  Savil,  “ 

• 

•  • 

60 

$386  91 
$2,409  54 
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Adam  Hobart,  labor,  days,  $2.25 

37 

C.  A.  Hobart,  “  i  “ 

I 

75 

J.  H.  Melius,  “  . 

I 

15 

Calvin  French,  gravel 

70 

62 

Joseph  Dyer,  “ 

12 

50 

W.  R.  Penniman,  gravel 

10 

50 

Josiah  W.  Thayer,  gravel 

10 

00 

Joseph  A.  Arnold,  “ 

7 

62 

R.  D.  Hobart,  “ 

54 

00 

Thacher  White,  “ 

r- 

5 

62 

F.  G.  Crosby,  “ 

2 

75 

S.  A.  Bates,  ‘‘ 

I 

25 

J.  B.  Rhines  &  Co.,  lumber  . 

16 

56 

J.  Jarvis  French,  16  posts 

4 

00 

Edward  Hobart,  9  posts 

3 

15 

Wild  &  Shay,  sharpening  tools 

3 

20 

P.  D.  Holbrook  &  Co.,  shovels. 

rakes. 

and  nails 

7 

04 

William  H.  Cobb,  grub  hoe 

80 

Moses  Hunt,  building  bridge  . 

5 

00 

Jon.  French,  covering  stone  .  , 

• 

3 

67 

Thomas 

Hill, 

Surveyor. 

Thomas  Hill,  labor,  81  days  at  $2.25 

•  •  • 

$182 

25 

“  horse  and  cart,  53  days  at  $1.75 

92 

75 

“  for  boy,  1 5|  days  at  $1.00 

15 

50 

Geo.  W.  Hill,  self,  horse  and  cart,  78^ 

days  at  $3.25 

255 

13 

Wm.  G.  Hill,  “  “  “ 

21 

68 

25 

George  Hill,  man,  “  “ 

13 

<(  << 

42 

25 

Samuel  Hill,  “  “  “ 

211 

69  87 

“  labor,  2  days  at  $1.50 

3 

00 

George  Hill,  “  5  “ 

a 

7 

5^ 

Wm.  G.  Hill,  “  I7|  “ 

(( 

26  63 

Wm.  H.  Hill,  “  71  “ 

(( 

1 1 

25 

G.  D.  Whitaker,  “  10  “ 

(( 

15 

00 

James  McAlpine,  “  10  “ 

u 

15 

00 

R.  A.  Gage,  “  7  “ 

u 

10 

50 

Josiah  Holbrook,  “  38^  “ 

u 

57 

75 

James  Maher,  “  33^  “ 

50 

25 

John  Maher,  “  32^  “ 

<( 

48  75 

Leonard  P.  Hunt,  “  3  “ 

4  50 

Charles  H.  Hunt,  ‘‘  3  “ 

n 

4 

50 

Moses  Hunt,  “  4  “ 

ii 

6 

00 

Thomas  Crouther,  “  2  “ 

(C 

3 

00 

George  Dorety,  “  4  “ 

u 

6 

00 

$1,189  03 

A 
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Dennis  Nolan,  labor,  2  da)’’s  at  $1.50  . 

• 

$3 

00 

James  Riley,  “ 

8^  “ 

« 

12 

75 

Cornelius  Maguire,  “ 

iii  “ 

(( 

17 

25 

James  McKenney,  “ 

7  “ 

a 

10 

50 

John  Desmond,  “ 

9  75 

Thomas  P.  Fogg,  “ 

4f  “ 

“  .  ' 

7 

13 

S.  Hollis,  gravel 

•  » 

75 

88 

B.  L.  Morrison,  “ 

30 

12 

A.  S.  Morrison,  “ 

I 

80 

David  Thayer,  “ 

6 

10 

F.  &  C.  Wilson,  stone 

4  25 

L.  Lynch,  blacksmith  work 

8 

15 

J.  Breck  &  Sons,  tools 

4 

19 

Benjamin  J.  Loring, 

Surveyor. 

Benjamin  J.  Loring, 

labor,  89-I 

days. 

at  $2.25 

$201 

69 

cart,  44^  days. 

at 

.25 

1 1 

13 

<<  <( 

cash  for  sharpening  tools 

• 

25 

William  Mills,  self. 

horse,  and  cart,  44^V  days,  at 

✓ 

$3-25  • 

•  • 

•  • 

• 

• 

143 

31 

William  Mills,  horse  and  cart,  4|  days,  at  $1.75 

• 

8 

32 

E.  R.  Waterman,  self  and  three  horses, 

days 

. 

9 

00 

“  horse  and  cart,  5^  days. 

at$i.75 

9 

62 

“  horse,  5o||-  days, 

at 

1.50 

76 

42 

Andrew  Gott,  self,  horse,  and  cart,  22^  |  days,  at 

3-25 

73 

60 

R.  D.  Hobart,  horse  and  cart. 

4  days. 

at 

1.50 

6 

00 

Robert  M.  Loring,  labor,  76^  J 

days. 

at 

1.50 

115 

27 

Willie  J.  Loring, 

“  58^ 

u 

at 

1.25 

■  73 

12 

John  Preston, 

“  3S\ 

t( 

at 

1.50 

52 

87 

T.  J.  Griffin, 

“  i3f 

a 

u 

20 

62 

John  Moriarty, 

“  1327 

(< 

« 

20 

18 

Frank  McDonald, 

“  Il2% 

(( 

(( 

17 

18 

Royal  T.  King, 

“  Ilf 

u 

(( 

17 

66 

James  Chambers, 

“  I2f 

(( 

« 

18 

37 

James  Bradley, 

232I5’ 

u 

u 

35 

18 

T.  J.  Dalton, 

3525* 

ti 

ll 

53 

17 

John  Croke, 

“  5^2 

u 

at 

I.OO 

5 

50 

William  Mills, 

“  loU 

a 

at 

1.50 

15 

81 

B.  J.  Loring,  Jr., 

“  i 

2 

u 

I 

25 

J.  A.  Loring, 

«  1 

2 

a 

I 

00 

Caleb  Stetson,  gravel 

•  • 

1 1 

33 

J.  E.  Hayward,  “ 

•  • 

•  • 

6 

40 

Mitchell,  Wendell  &  Co.,  gravel  . 

4 

60 

J.  M.  Cutting, 

u 

. 

2 

40 

$i,i86  50 


2 


18 


Austin  White,  gravel  .  .  .  . 

$10  00 

A.  J.  Bates,  “ . 

9  20 

B.  J.  Loring,  Jr.,  “ . 

16  60 

J.  S.  Newcomb,  “  .  .  .  .  . 

34  38 

H.  C.  Kilgore,  j  “  .  .  .  . 

I  90 

Cornelius  Green,  “  .  .  .  .  . 

2  70 

John  Kilshaw,  “  .  ...  . 

5  12 

W.  I.  Jordan,  sharpening  picks  .... 

I  00 

Judah  A.  Loring,  i  post . . 

50 

B.  J.  Loring,  Jr.,  repairs  on  cart  .  .  .  . 

50 

Loud  &  Pratt,  lumber . 

9  83 

J.  F.  Sheppard,  3  cedar  posts  .  .  .  . 

3  00 

J.  E.  Johnson,  pail  and  mug  .  .  .  .  . 

72 

J.  M.  Walsh,  girth  and  strap  .  .  .  .  . 

3  40 

Thomas  South,  iron  posts  and  repairs  on  cart 

II  16 

G.  S.  Baker,  tools . 

I  58 

Adam  Glover,  sharpening  tools  .  .  .  . 

75 

Robert  Gillespie,  blacksmith  work  .  .  .  . 

6  75 

Ames  Plough  Co.,  tools  .  .  ,  .  . 

4  63 

$1,134  97 

Credit. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer  by  B.  J.  Loring: 

Received  from  H.  J.  Holbrook 

$5  00 

“  Caleb  Stetson 

4  00 

9  00 

$1,125  97 

Amount  expended  on  highways 

•  • 

$3,501  50 

DRAWBRIDGE. 


Jesse  Burrell,  superintendent . 

B.  J.  Loring,  labor  ....... 

South  Boston  Iron  Co.,  castings  .... 

T.  D.  Bagley,  labor  and  iron  work  .... 

Thomas  South,  “  .... 

.  .  $100  00 

7  43 

3  40 

4  75 

.  .  2  00 

$117  58 

MIDDLE  STREET. 

N.  M.  Hobart,  on  contract  ..... 

Michael  Brandley,  on  contract  ..... 

F.  &  C.  Wilson,  stone  for  bridge  .... 

J.  B.  Allen,  carting  stone . 

,  .  $550  00 

.  .  372  00 

.  86  13 

28  00 

19 


J.  B.  Allen,  labor  5  days,  $3.00 
Geo.  H.  Arnold,  labor  days,  $3.00 
Wm.  Allen,  “  “  3.00 

“  ‘‘  use  of  derrick  10  days  . 

“  “  carting  “ 

“  “  tools,  powder,  and  fuse  . 


Geo.  W.  Hill,  self,  horse  and  cart  17 

days,  $3.25 

Henry  Hill,  “  “  “ 

17 

u 

it 

George  Hill,  “  “  “ 

4| 

u 

it 

E.  T.  Ellis  “  “  “ 

15 

(( 

ti 

“  “  one  man 

5 

u 

1. 00 

Josiah  Holbrook,  labor, 

i3i 

it 

1.50 

William  G.  Hill,  “ 

18 

a 

<( 

Luther  Thayer,  “ 

161 

it 

it 

Levi  I.  Hayden,  “ 

15 

it 

it 

Thomas  P.  Fogg,  “ 

18 

a 

it 

Leonard  P.  Hunt,  “ 

14 

it 

it 

Thomas  Hill,  “ 

21 

it 

2.25 

“  “  horse  and  cart 

4 

it 

1-75 

S.  W.  Hollis,  “  “  “ 

6 

it 

(( 

superintendence 


REMOVING  SNOW. 

Thomas  Hill,  cash  paid  ...... 

J.  B.  Wood,  “  “ . 

B.  J.  Loring,  “  « . 

L.  W.  Collins,  “  “  .  .,  . 

E.  T.  Ellis . 

S.  S  French . 

J.  Franklin  Bates . 

Moses  Hunt  ........ 

INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 

Rand,  Avery  &  Co.,  printing  town  report 

“  “  “  “  “  extra  copies  school  report 

“  “  “  “  “  voting  and  jury  lists  . 

Green  &  Prescott,  “  notices 

J.  R.  Frazier,  cash  paid  for  printing 

C.  G.  Esterbrook,  printing  warrants  and  notices 

R.  D.  Hobart,  surveying  ...... 

T.  B.  Stoddard,  assisting  auditors  .... 


$15  00 

27  75 
27  75 
10  00 

50 

50 

55  00 
55  25 

14  62 

48  75 
5  00 

20  25 
27  00 

24  75 
22  50 
27  00 

21  00 
45  00 

7  00 
10  50 

15  00 

$1,516  25 


$127  90 
98  85 
112  80 
18  55 
6  00 

3  85 

4  80 
2  00 


$374  75 


$186  36 
9  00 
28  00 
7  40 
6  91 
17  00 
20  50 
2  00 


£0 


(( 


(( 


“  Boston  Herald,”  advertising  . 

A.  F.  Hanaford,  watching  fires 
E.  F.  E.  Thayer,  insurance 
J.  R.  Smith,  insurance 
Mercer  &  Whittemore,,  insurance 
James  E.  Wheeler,  distributing  town  reports 
W.  A.  Allen,  “  “ 

E.  T.  Ellis,  “  '  “ 

S.  W.  Hollis,  expenses . 

A.  Allen,  “  . 

J.  R.  Frazier,  “  of  fire  inquest 

J.  F.  Bates,  “  “  «  «  ^  ^ 

R.  D.  Hobart,  gravel . 

Eri  T.  Joy,  damages  on  Adams  Street 
Thomas  Groom,  stationery  .... 

Nichols  &  Hall,  “  ..... 

Secretary  of  State,  copy  of  record  . 

Luther  R.  Barnes,  painting  pumps  . 

Henry  Hobart,  repairing  pump  and  cleaning  well 

J.  H.  Sumner,  horse  hire . 

N.  M.  Hobart,  removing  dead  horse 

P.  D.  Holbrook,  repairing  pump 

John  Cronin,  horse  hire  ..... 

N.  R.  Proctor,  dipper  for  pump 

G.  C.  Hallenbeck,  returning  deaths  . 

Theodore  Walsh,  lantern  frame  and  bulletin  board 

Q.  L.  Reed,  surveying . 

Edward  Hobart,  post . 

Geo.  H.  Arnold,  assisting  surveyor  . 

E.  Hayward,  postage  stamps  .... 
Samuel  Curtis,  returning  deaths 

S.  A.  Bates,  collecting  and  recording  matrriages, 

deaths  ....... 

Samuel  A.  Bates,  cash  for  stationery  and  stamps 
S.'W.  Hollis,  expense  to  Boston  five  times 

use  of  team  .... 

cash  paid  for  repairing  harness  . 

A.  Allen,  expense 

D.  H.  Bates,  use  of  team  . 

H.  M.  White,  tools  . 

George  W.  Thayer,  gravel 

E.  T.  Ellis,  rolling  gravel 


Li 


)irths 


anc 


0 


$5  25 

6  00 
206  00 

50  00 
75  00 

1  50 

3  00 

4  50 

2  00 

3  80 
38  05 
53  15 

3  15 
25  00 

3  20 
27  00 

I  50 

5  90 

5  00 

13  75 
I  00 

1  50 

2  00 

50 

7  25 

4  00 
12  00 

75 

I  25 

3  19 

6  00 

69  70 

1  85 

2  50 
II  00 

I  25 

7  80 

3  00 

3  95 
3  00 
3  00 


$956  41 
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SUIT  OF  CATHERINE  McCUE  AGAINST  THE 

Edward  Avery,  services  as  attorney ..... 

Asa  French,  “  “ . 

W.  C.  B.  Fifield,  M.  D.,  medical  expert  .... 

D.  L.  Lincoln,  “  ‘‘  .  .  .  . 

Henry  G.  Clark,  “  “  .  .  .  . 

T.  H.  Bearing  “  “  .  .  .  . 

A.  Allen,  cash  paid  witnesses  and  expenses 

N.  M.  Hobart,  summoning  witnesses  .  .  .  '  . 

E.  Granville  Pratt,  damages  and  costs  .  .  ,  . 


POLICE  UNIFORMS. 

H.  A.  Abbot,  caps  and  trimmings 
H.  A.  Winship,  belts  and  billies 


Appropriation . 

Cr.  by  cash  received  of  policemen 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Hunneman  &  Co.,  hose  and  repairs  .  . 

E.  M.  Thayer,  steward  of  No.  2 

W.  B.  Smith,  Jr.,  “  No.  i  .  .  . 

T.  J.  Dalton,  “  No.  i  . 

Wm.  McEwan,  refreshments  .... 

Wm.  A.  Hodges,  “  .... 

Geo.  Davis,  “  .... 

C.  W.  Smith,  “  .... 

A.  J.  Bates,  “  .... 

J.  A.  Penniman,  “  .... 

N.  R.  Proctor,  “  .... 

H.  M.  White,  “  .... 

E.  L.  Curtis,  alcohol,  expressing,  and  two  dinners 
Myron  L.  Hobart,  labor  on  H.  and  L.  house  . 

Joel  F.  Sheppard,  coal . 

Thomas  South,  horse  hire  two  years 
James  Boyd  &’Sons,  repairing  hose 
A.  J.  Morse  &  Sons,  “  “  >  .  . 

Henry  Arnold,  u  >  u  ^  ^ 

John  M.  Walsh,  “  fire  hats,  No.  i 

J.  T.  Stevens,  expenses  to  No.  Andover  . 


TOWN. 

$400  00 
300  00 
233  00 
200  00 
175  00 
25  00 
61  23 
2  30 
1 19  00 

^1,515  53 

^23  59 
50  50 


$74  09 
65  00 

$9  09 


$304  25 
58  33 
18  50 

26  36 
13  20 

3  00 

10  92 
7  88 

27  45 

1  26 

1 1  10 
20  13 

2  70 
I  50 

10  60 
30  00 
I  00 

3  25 

4  80 

5  75 
3  25 
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H.  H.  Thayer,  repairs  No.  2  , 

$26  75 

S.  A.  F.  Mansfield,  painting  No.  2  . 

2  00 

J.  E.  Eastwood,  stationery.  No.  i 

2  00 

Matthew  Smith,  expressing  .  . 

I  00 

J.  I.  Bates,  lamps  and  shades  .... 

I  95 

T.  E.  Sullivan,  drawing  engine 

3  00 

Luther  Thayer,  filling  reservoir 

20  00 

Proctor  Bros.,  lighting,  etc.  .... 

10  18 

A.  W.  Peterson,  mason  work  on  reservoir 

30  25 

G.  S.  Baker,  hardware . 

;  3  60 

John  Hurley,  watching  fire  .... 

3  00 

T.  B.  Stoddard,  setting  glass  No.  2 

5  00 

E.  Hayward,  books  ...... 

49 

W.  K.  Baker  &  Son,  drawing  engine  No.  i 

5  00 

0.  Houghton,  transporting  committee 

2  00 

A.  J.  Bates  &  Co.,  oil,  lamps,  chimneys,  etc., 

No.  I 

21  33 

P.  D.  Holbrook  &  Co.,  “  “  “ 

No.  2 

II  62 

J.  M.  Arnold,  “  “  “  “ 

H.  and  L.  . 

13  32 

Harvey  S.  Page,  polish  and  acid 

•  •  • 

50 

E.  T.  Ellis,  kindlings  ..... 

I  60 

W.  H.  Cavanagh,  horse  hire  (parade  July  4)  . 

•  •  • 

4  00 

W.  L.  Gage,  cash  paid  for  printing  Constitution  and  By-Laws 

for  Hook  and  Ladder  Co. 

*  •  • 

13  00 

J.  F.  Cabot,  framing  do. 

•  •  • 

5  79 

• 

$752  61 

COLLECTION  AND  ABATEMENT  OF  TAXES. 

Joseph  Dyer,  Jr.,  collector,  1874 

$285  44 

“  abatement  “  .  .  . 

33  29 

D.  H.  Bates,  collector,  1875 

365  82 

“  abatement,  1875 

30  23 

“  “  1876 

149  30 

John  Cavanagh  “  .  .  . 

17  56 

A^a  French,  adm’r,  abatement,  1876 

16  32 

J.  Waldo  Hayward,  “  “  .  . 

10  20 

Mary  Merrill,  “  “  .  , 

50  00 

W.  C.  B.  Fifield,  “  .  . 

3  06 

A.  L.  White,  “  “  .  . 

2  00 

Heirs  of  Nelson  Beals,  “  “  .  . 

3  57 

Charles  David,  “  “  .  . 

I  27 

Louis  F.  Gomez,  “  “  .  . 

2  04 

Ephraim  B.  Thayer,  “  “  .  . 

2  50 

Charles  W.  Thayer,  “  “  .  . 

51 

$973  II 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


N.  F.  T.  Hayden,  appropriation 

E.  T.  Ellis,  kindlings 


JANITOR 

Of  Town  Hall,  Public  Library,  High  School,  and  Pond  School, 
George  F.  Leonard . 


TOWN  OFFICERS. 

J.  R.  Frasier,  selectman,  assessor,  and  overseer, 
Abijah  Allen,  “  “  “  “ 

S.  W.  Hollis,  “  “  “  “ 

David  H.  Bates,  “  “  “  “ 

Jonathan  French,  treasurer,  .... 
Samuel  A.  Bates,  town  clerk,  .... 
N.  L.  White,  school  committee,  . 

Noah  Torrey,  “  “  .  .  . 

Fiske  Barrett,  “  ‘‘  .  .  . 

George  H.  Arnold,  “  “  .  .  . 

James  M.  Cutting,  “  “  .  ’  . 

Eben  Denton,  auditor, . 

N.  F.  T.  Hayden,  “  ... 

Horace  Faxon,  constable,  .  ... 

“  police  services, 

J.  Franklin  Bates,  “  “  ... 

B.  J.  Loring,  Jr.,  ““.... 
“  truant  officer, 

“  constable,  .  .  .  . 

Thomas  Penniman,  “  .... 

T.  B.  Stoddard,  “  .... 

‘‘  police  services, 


TOWN  HALL. 

J.  F.  Sheppard,  coal,  .... 

P.  D.  Holbrook,  oil,  chimneys,  etc., 
Theodore  Walsh,  two  tables,  . 

T.  B.  Stoddard,  glass  and  setting,  . 
Sherborn  &  Co.,  reflector  and  lamp,  . 

F.  C.  Ellis,  Jr.,  step-ladder, 

G.  F.  Leonard,  cash  paid  for  repairs,  '  . 


$350  00 
5  60 

$355  60 


$600  00 


$203  50 
300  00 
261  00 
96  00 
200  00 
35  00 
50  00 
50  00 
76  25 
45  00 
25  00 

8  00 

6  00 
10  00 
52  00 
52  00 
52  00 
10  00 

2  50 

8  00 

3  00 
12  50 

$^657  75 

$41  94 
61  54 

9  00 
10  10 

5  50 

3  00 

3  59 
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F.  B.  Parks,  repairing  pump,  ..... 

• 

00 

E.  T.  Ellis,  kindlings,  ...  ... 

• 

7 

60 

$143 

27 

By  cash,  received  for  use  of  hall,  .... 

• 

.  $150 

00 

i 


CELEBRATION  OF  FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

Braintree  Brass  Band,  services 

$125  00 

R.  M.  Yale,  use  of  tent  . 

69  90 

T.  B.  Stoddard,  decorating 

50  00 

A.  Raymond,  meat  . 

• 

32  00 

E.  E.  Wiggin,  crockery  ware  . 

31  06 

E.  R.  Flint,  lumber  and  labor  . 

43  45 

0.  C.  Railroad,  freight  on  cannon 

12  87 

Charles  Martin,  catering  . 

15  00 

“  cash  paid  for  help 

II  00 

Michael  Brandley,  teaming 

• 

16  00 

Patrick  Moils,  “ 

6  00 

C.  B.  Woodsum,  “ 

21  50 

G.  C.  Hallenbeck,  “ 

5  00 

W.  K.  Baker,  “ 

16  60 

Michael  Hawkes,  “ 

12  00 

James  Genders,  “ 

3  00 

Otis  Cushing,  “ 

15  00 

J.  M.  Allen,  “ 

0 

0 

0 

John  H.  Sumner,  “ 

2  00 

S.  A.  Bates,  postage 

75 

Wm.  A.  Hodges,  bread  . 

7  65 

E.  S.  Hunt,  fireworks 

150  00 

W.  K.  Baker,  carting  fireworks 

3  45 

C.  Arnold,  “  “  _ 

I  00 

Rockwell  &  Churchill,  printing 

9  00 

A.  Mudge  &  Son,  “ 

13  00 

C.'G.  Esterbrooks,  “ 

5  00 

J.  B.  Ford,  milk 

•  <  • 

I  20 

Sawyer,  Hollis,  &  Co.,  butter  . 

8  35 

J.  F.  Trowbridge,  cartridges,  etc. 

32  81 

E.  Hayward,  two  barrels  tar  . 

7  00 

Wm.  A.  Kane, -cotton  cloth 

19  05 

B.  J.  Loring,  Jr.,  collecting  refreshments 

5  50 

H.  M.  White,  coffee  and  pail  . 

3  90 

Henry  A.  Pierce  labor 

1 

4  70 

Adam  Hobart,  labor 

\ 

I  00 

( 


25 


J.  B.  Wood,  carting  tar  . 

Albert  Hobart,  tar  and  carting 
E.  S.  Dean,  labor 
Josephus  Shaw,  carting  . 

- Anglim,  labor 

William  Reed,  milk 
A.  Hollis,  ice  .  . 

C.  M.  Thayer,  labor 

Elisha  Thayer,  lemons  and  sugar 

“  10  gallons  of  pickles 

“  cash  paid  for  flags 

“  sundries  .  .  • 


$3  00 
10  oo 
4  00 
9  oo 
4  oo 
I  oo 
8o 

3  oo 
26  45 

4  00 

5  02 
3  80 


Cr.  By  cash  from  subscription 

“  “  sale  of  lumber  and  cloth 

“  “  butter 

j 


$141  00 

13  04 
3  60 


$844  21 


$157  64 


STATE  AID 

Cash  paid  families  of  soldiers  . 

Bill  due  for  January,  1876 

Bill  sent  and  due  Jan.  i,  1877  . 

Cash  returned  to  treasurer 
“  paid  for  January,  1877  . 

/ 

GRAND  ARMY  OF 

M.  A.  Perkins,  appropriation  . 


$686  57 

ACCOUNT. 

.  $1,167  67 
1 13  40 

-  $1,281  07 

.  $1,192  07 

.  .  .  4  00 

85  00 

-  $1,281  07 

THE  REPUBLIC. 

.  $150  00 


1 

TAUNTON  LUNATIC  HOSPITAL. 

To  cash  paid  for  board  of  insane  persons  .  .  .  •  .  $447  90 

Refunded  by  friends  (see  Treasurer’s  account). 


EXPENSES  WHICH  ACCRUED  IN  FORMER  YEARS. 


Town  of  Randolph,  aid  to  Jerry  Sexton  (1874)  .  .  .  $100  00 

“  Stoughton,  aid  to  Snow  family  .....  42  50 

Jechomais  Thayer,  land  damages  West  Street  .  .  .  .  80  00 

N.  M.  Hobart,  balance  of  contract  on  reservoir  .  .  .  50  00 

Nancy  White,  adm.  land  damage  on  West  Street  .  45  00 

T.  H.  Hearing,  services  as  School  Committee  .  .  .  20  00 
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Eben  Denton,  services  as  Committee  on  Fire  Department  and 


Auditor . $43  50 

F.  F.  Forsythe,  medical  attendance  on  Aaron  Leavitt  .  .  25  50 

Mary  Donahue,  cleaning  Union  School-house  .  .  .  .  20  00 

Caleb  Stetson,  gravel  (1873)  .......  35  00 

Adam  Hobart,  stone  work  .......  i  45 

J.  H.  Melius,  returning  deaths  (1874)  .....  50 

J.  L.  Hammatt,  school  supplies .  2  93 


RECAPITULATION. 

Orders  drawn  for  — 

Schools . . 

Incidental  expenses  of  schools  . 

u  '  school-houses 

Union  School-house  .... 

Middle  Street  School-house 
Almshouse  ...... 

Poor  out  of  the  Almshouse 

Surveyors  of  Highways  .... 

Drawbridge  ...... 

Widening  Middle  Street  .... 

Removing  snow  ..... 

Incidental  expenses  ..... 

Suit  of  McCue  against  town 

Police  uniforms  ..... 

Fire  department  ..... 

Collection  and  abatement  of  taxes  . 

Public  Library  ...... 

Janitor  of  public  buildings 

Town  officers  ...... 

Town  Hall  ...... 

Celebration  of  the  4th  of  July  . 

State  aid  ....... 

Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  . 

'  Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital 

Expenses  which  accrued  in  former  years  . 

Four  hundred  and  thirty-one  orders  . 


$466 

38 

17,781 

75 

206 

87 

176 

85 

250 

00 

TOO 

00 

1,872 

75 

2,796 

45 

3,510 

50 

II7 

58 

1,516 

25 

374 

75 

956 

41 

1,515 

53 

74 

09 

752 

61 

973 

1 1 

355 

60 

600 

00 

1,557 

75 

143 

27 

686 

57 

1,167 

67 

150 

00 

447 

90 

466 

38 

$28,550 

64 

We  hereby  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Selectmen, 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and  the  Surveyors  of  Highways,  and  find  them 
correct,  and  all  payments  sustained  by  proper  vouchers. 

BENJ.  F.  DYER, 

N.  F.  T.  HAYDEN, 

EBEN  DENTON, 


A  uditors. 
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ASSESSORS’  ACCOUNT. 

Support  of  schools  ..." . $6,800  00 

Incidentals  for  schools . 300  00 

Repairs  on  Union  School-house  ......  250  00 

“  Middle  Street  School-house  ....  100  00 

Seats  for  Iron-Works  School-house .  75  00 

Highways . 3, 500  00 

Improvement  of  Middle  Street . 1,50000 

Interest  on  town  debt  ........  3,500  00 

Reduction  of  town  debt  .......  1,000  00 

Town  officers . 1,200  00 

Incidentals . 1,500  00 

Support  of  poor, . 3, 500  00 

Fire  department .  850  co 

Janitor, .  600  00 

Grand  army, . .1  .  .  .  .  .  150  00 

Public  library, .  350  00 

County  tax, . 2,223  29 

State  tax, . 2,700  00 

Overlay, . 1,200  12 


$31,298  41 

APPROPRIATIONS  NECESSARY  FOR  THE  ENSUING 

YEAR. 

Schools, . $6,800  00 

Highways,  ..........  3.500  00 

Interest  on  town  debt  ........  4,000  00 

Reduction  of  “  “ . 2,000  00 

Town  officers  ..........  1,500  00 

Incidentals . 1,500  00 

Support  of  poor . 3, 500  00 

Completion  of  Middle  Street . 300  00 

Grand  army  .  *  * . 150  00 

Fire  department  .  .......  1,000  00 

Public  library . 350  00 

Incidentals  for  schools . 300  00 

Janitor  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  600  00 


$25,500  00 
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COLLECTOR’S  ACCOUNT. 


David  H.  Bates,  Collector. 


Amount  of  tax-bill  for  1875 
Cash  paid  Treasurer  per  last  report 
“  “  since  “ 

Cash  paid  Treasurer  for  interest  collected 


$36,582  82 


$35,375  00 

1,207  82 


36,582  82 

$117  45 


David  H.  Bates,  Collector. 

Amount  of  tax  bill  for  1876  .... 

Cash  paid  Treasurer  ..... 
Unpaid  taxes  as  per  schedule  .... 
Cash  in  hands  of  Collector  .... 


$30,175  00 

913  32 

210  09 


$31,298  41 


$31,298  41 


Interest  collected  and  in  hands  of  Collector 


77  32 


TAXES  UNPAID  FEB.  i,  1876. 


Joseph  A.  Arnold, 

$73  65 

John  S.  Hanson, 

$21  13 

George  E.  Arnold, 

2  00 

Edgar  G.  Hayden, 

2  00 

James  Ahearn, 

2  00 

Henry  M.  Hayden, 

2  00 

George  F.  Bicknell, 

2  00 

Nelson  E.  Hayden, 

14  75 

John  E.  Boyle, 

2  00 

William  Hayden, 

29  54 

John  Brightman, 

3  27 

C.  Henry  Hayden, 

583 

Frederic  Bunker, 

32  60 

Joshua  N.  Hobart,  balance, 

5  13 

Eunice  Collins,  balance. 

9  97 

Elias  Holbrook, 

32  09 

Austin  L.  Cole, 

2  00 

Francis  W.  Holbrook, 

2  00 

James  Conley, 

2  00 ' 

Ludo.  W.  Holbrook,  Jr., 

2  00 

John  Connorty, 

2  00 

Joel  Hollis, 

30  56 

Thomas  Crouther, 

2  00 

Geo.  Henry  Howard,  ■ 

2  00 

Simeon  P.  Cushing, 

23  42 

John  C.  Willey, 

2  00 

John  Deland, 

21  13 

Daniel  W.  Thayer, 

25 

Jeremiah  Dennehy, 

17  05 

William  Buker, 

3  57 

Robert  Dickey, 

II  69 

Thomas  Hayes, 

1887 

William  Dickey, 

2  00 

J.  B.  Thompson, 

2  55 

Thomas  Doran, 

2  00 

Sophia  Houghton, 

4  59 

Alexander  Downey, 

8  89 

Daniel  Hurley, 

2  00 

Edgar  A.  Fogg, 

2  00 

Moses  Jones, 

13  22 

John  S.  Fraser, 

16  79 

Andrew  G.  King, 

2  51 

Adam  A.  French, 

2  00 

Heirs  of  T.  J.  Langley, 

9  95 

Edwin  F.  French, 

15  77 

Geo.  H.  Lane, 

4  29 

Hiram  A.  French, 

49  94 

Sarah  H.  Lane, 

57  37 

William  H.  French, 

2  00 

Gardner  S.  Leavitt, 

2  00 

James  M.  French, 

2  00 

H.  0.  Leonard,  balance. 

4  91 

Alexander  N.  Gerrold, 

2  00 

J.  E.  Lochman,  < 

104  00 

Samuel  H.  Gooch, 

2  00 

Patrick  Lynch, 

2  00 

29 


Dennis  Mahoney, 

$2  00 

David  Thayer, 

^17  55 

George  Mansfield, 

2  OO 

D.  Brainard  Thayer, 

12  71 

S.  A.  F.  Mansfield, 

2  OO 

Francis  P.  Thayer, 

2  00 

Edward  H.  Melius, 

4  55 

James  S.  Thayer, 

13  47 

Joseph  H.  Melius,  balance. 

3  27 

Jonathan  Thayer,  Jr., 

2  00 

James  Me  Alpine, 

2  OO 

John  Q.  A.  Thayer, 

2  00 

T.  J.  McCormick, 

9  H 

William  Tobin, 

2  00 

Alvan  M.  Nightingale, 

2  OO 

Edgar  H.  Trufant, 

2  00 

Elisha  B.  Nightingale, 

2  OO 

Edward  H.  Vinton, 

2  00 

0.  H.  P.  Niles, 

15  51 

Albert  A.  Whitmarsh, 

2  00 

Michael  Nolan, 

3  53 

James  Willis, 

13  73 

Frank  B.  Parks,  / 

18  07 

Boston  Organ  Co., 

40  80 

Elijah  Penniman, 

17  55 

Robert  V.  Barnes, 

383 

Lory  O.  Rand, 

2  00 

Emily  Houghton, 

3  31 

Aaron  H.  Russell, 

2  00 

Henry  W.  Wild, 

I  02 

Jacob  Sprague,  Jr., 

2  00 

Michael  Stanton, 

2  00 

^913  32 

Napoleon  Tellier, 

2  00 

( 
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TREASURER’S  ACCOUNT. 


Jonathan  French,  Treas. 


1876. 

Feb.  I. 


Dr. 

To  cash  on  hand . "  .  $35,892  92 

“  received  of  J.  Dyer,  Jr.,  Collector  of  1874  : 


Balance  of  cash,  Feb.  i,  1876, 

2  33 

“  tax  bills 

57831 

“  interest 

76  30 

(1 

tt 

D.  H.  Bates,  Collector  of  1875; 

Balance  of  cash,  Feb.  i,  1876, 

208  S3 

“  interest,  “  i,  1876, 

91  84 

Interest  accrued  since 

25  61 

Balance  of  tax  bills  . 

999  29 

« 

tt 

from  Thomas  Hill,  for  use  of  cart  . 

20  00 

ti 

tt 

ti 

J.  B.  Wood,  “  “  -  . 

14  12 

ii 

tt 

tt 

B.  J.  Loring,  “  »  . 

II  13 

a 

tt 

tt 

H.  J.  Holbrook 

5  00 

ti 

It 

tt 

Caleb  Stetson  .  .  , 

4  00 

it 

ti 

tt 

Police  toward  uniforms  . 

909 

it 

it 

tt 

Selectmen,  State  aid  returned. 

4  00 

it 

tt 

ti 

tt 

•  •  •  • 

10  00 

it 

tt 

tt 

Union  School-house  Commit¬ 

tee,  unexpended  balance  . 

27  76 

ft 

tt 

it 

Traders*  Ins.  Co.,  dividend  . 

21  00 

tt 

tt 

tt 

State  Treas.,  State  paupers  . 

42  00 

it 

tt 

tt 

Sale  of  burial  lots  . 

7  50 

tt 

tt 

tt 

Overseers  of  Poor  . 

1,075  28 

ti 

tt 

tt 

Use  of  Town  Hall . 

157  00 

tt 

tt 

tt 

Shoe  &  Leather  Bank  ; 

Interest  due  Feb.  i,  1876, 

313  33 

“  accrued  since 

391  67 

tt 

tt 

tt 

Royal  T.  King,  license  . 

10  00 

tt 

tt 

tt 

State  Treasurer  : 

Corporation  tax 

1,104  97 

Bank  “ 

1,637  84 

State  aid  .... 

b34S  45 

School  fund 

257  19 

tt 

tt 

tt 

County  Treas.,  Dog  tax  . 

41 1  06 

ti 

ti 

tt 

J.  Dyer,  Treas.,  School  fund  . 

350  00 

tt 

tt 

tt 

David  H.  Bates,  Coll’tor  1876, 

30,175  00 

tt 

borrowed  of  Union  Nat.  Bank  of  Weymouth 

18,500  00 

to779  52 
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Cr. 

By  cash  paid  order  No.  55,  due  Feb.  i,  1876 

•  *  • 

00 

ii 

i4 

44 

on  430  orders  .  .  .  . 

•  •  • 

28,453  87 

a 

44 

44 

note,  Quincy  Savings  Bank 

•  •  • 

10,000  00 

(4 

44 

44 

notes.  Union  National  Bank, 

of  Weymouth, 

<4 

44 

44 

for  money  borrowed . 

W.  S.  Dexter,  trustee  of  Thayer  Academy 

18,500  00 
20,000  00 

44 

44 

44 

Mary  H.  Thayer,  on  note 

•  •  • 

70  00 

44 

44 

44 

State  tax . 

•  •  • 

2,700  00 

44 

44 

44 

county  tax  .... 

•  •  • 

2,223  29 

44 

44 

44 

interest  . 

•  •  • 

3-559  78 

44 

44 

on  hand  Feb.  i,  1877 

•  •  • 

8,271  58 

^95.779  52 


Braintree,  Feb.  20,  1877. 

We  hereby  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  books  and  accounts  of  Jonathan 
French,  Treasurer  of  the  town  of  Braintree,  and  find  them  correctly  kept  and  the 
payments  duly  vouched  ;  and  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  statement  of  the  condition 
of  the  treasury,  Feb.  i,  1877. 

BENJ.  F.  DYER, 

N.  F.  T.  HAYDEN, 
EBEN  DENTON. 

Auditors, 


THE  TOWN  OWES  THE  FOLLOWING  NOTES  AND  INTEREST, 

FEB.  I,  1877. 


Joseph  Dyer,  Jr.,  Oct.  28,  1862,  at  7  per  cent 

Interest  . 

Joseph  Dyer,  Jr.,  Jan.  26,  1866,  at  7  per  cent 
Joseph  Dyer,  Jr.,  Feb.  i,  1871,  at  7  per  cent 
F.  G.  Crosby,  Feb.  i,  1873,  7 

F.  G.  Crosby,  Aug.  10,  1874,  at  7  per  cent  . 

Mary  H.  Thayer,  Jan.  26,  1863,  at  7  per  cent 

Interest  . 

Mrs.  N.  W.  Penniman,  Nov.  24,  1868,  at  7  per  cent 

Interest  . 

Edwin  Howard,  June  30,  1871,  at  6  per  cent 

Interest  . 

Braintree  Savings  Bank,  June  20,  1871,  at  7  per  cent 
Interest  from  Jan.  i,  1877  .... 
Trustees  Estate  of  Gen.  Sylvanus  Thayer, 

Feb.  26,  1873,  at  6  per  cent 
March  7,  1874,  at  6  per  cent 
May  18,  1874,  at  6  per  cent 
West  Boston  Savings  Bank, 

July  24,  1875,  years,  at  6  per  cent 
July  24,  1875,  seven  years,  at  6  per  cent  . 
July  24,  1875,  years,  at  6  per  cent 


$500  00 
9  13 
250  00 
800  00 
4,000  00 
1,000  00 
342  93 
52  92 

500  00 
6  41 
900  00 
31  80 
1,500  CO 

8  75 

10,000  00 
10,000  00 
2,000  00 

10,000  00 
5,000  00 
5,000  00 
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Asa  French,  guardian,  Jan.  2,  1869,  at  7  per  cent  .  .  $1,400  00 

Interest .  7  62 

Outstanding  Order  No.  371 . 9^  77 


ASSETS  OF  THE  TOWN 

Balance  in  the  treasury . 

Due  from  David  H.  Bates,  Collector,  1876,  cash  on  hand 


(i 

t< 

(( 

ii 

a 

a 


a 


a 


unpaid  taxes 

City  of  Boston 
“  Chelsea  . 

“  New  Bedford 
Town  of  Weymouth 
“  Randolph 
“  Hingham 
State  aid 


>8,271  58 
210  09 

913  32 

126  00 
2  00 
no  08 

2  25 

3  09 
16  00 

1,192  07 


In  addition  to  above  we  find  the  following  items,  which  have  appeared 
as  assets  of  the  town  in  former  years,  the  collection  of  which  ap¬ 
pears  doubtful,  viz.  : 

Due  from  State  aid,  former  years . $i>053  65 

“  “  Town  Hall,  1874 . 124  50 

“  “  “  “  1875 . 32  00 


$1,210  15 

Town  debt,  per  list . 

Less  good  assets,  as  above . .  . 

Net  debt,  Feb.  i,  1877 . 

“  “  Feb.  I,  1876 . 


$S3Ao6  33 


$10,846  48 


^53>4o6  33 
10,846  48 


^42,559  85 
22,761  59 
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PUBLIC  LIBRARY  REPORT. 

Braintree,  February  i,  1877. 

To  the  Selectmen  : — 

Gentlemen  —  The  Trustees  of  the  Thayer  Library  respectfully  report  to 
the  town  the  following  statistics  of  the  Library  during  the  past  year,  together 
with  the  account  of  their  Treasurer  : — 


LIBRARY  STATISTICS. 

Library  opened  during  the  year .  94  days. 

Circulation  of  books,  12,097;  average . 128  each  day. 

Percentage  of  fiction  . .  71 

juvenile .  9 

*  higher  class .  20 

Largest  number  loaned  in  any  one  day,  Feb.  26,  1876  ....  246 

Smallest  “  “  “  “  July  5,  1876 .  63 

No.  of  volumes  added  during  the  year . 393 

Whole  number  of  volumes  in  Catalogue . 2537 


No.  of  borrowers,  1194,  of  which  278  were  added  during  the  year. 
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ACCOUNT  OF  THE  TREASURER  OF  THE  THAYER 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

RECEIPTS. 

Feb.  I,  1S76. 

Cash  in  Treasury . 

Town  appropriation . • 

“  Treasurer,  interest  on  town  note  f  10, coo  .  .. 

Fines  .  . 


$  43  05 

350  00 
600  00 
30  69 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


For  books . 

stationary  and  printing 

binding . 

expressage . 

coal . 

oil . 

fixtures . 

librarian . - 

insurance . 


$1,023  7^ 


$461  60 
10  00 
82  85 
5  4o 
69  50 
8  10 

8  43 
250  00 

56  25 

-  $952  13 


Balance  Feb.  i,  1877  . 
Braintree,  Feb.  i,  1877. 


I71  61 


N.  F.  T.  HAYDEN, 


Treasurer, 

W  e  have  nothing  to  add  except  that  the  interest  of  our  citizens  in  the 
Library  appears  to  be  constantly  increasing,  and  its  usefulness  as  a  means  of 
public  education  is  an  established  fact. 

ASA  FRENCH,  ,  ^  Trus/ees 

F.  A.  HOBART,  \  of 

—  N.  F.  T.  HAYDEN,  }  Thayer 

N.  H.  HUNT,  1  Public 

H.  A.  JOHNSON,  J  Library. 

‘  In  the  report  of  town  debt,  Feb.  i,  1876,  there  is  no  interest  shown  as 
due  on  the  .$10,000  note  held  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Thayer  Library,  while 
the  report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Library  shows  only  the  receipt  of  one  year’s 
nterest  after  Aug.  i,  1874,  in  their  report  of  Jan.  30,  1875.  discrep- 

ncy  arises  from  the  Town  Treasurer’s  report  covering  Feb.  ist  inclusive* 
while  the  Trustee’s  report  is  to  Jan.  31st  inclusive.  Hence  the  credits  of 
interest  to  the  Library  Trustee’s  report  are  six  months  in  arrears  from  what 
is  shoAvn  by  the  Town  Treasurer. 

'  BENJ.  F.  DYER, 

N.  F.  .T  HAYDEN. 


1  Ton'll  Auditors. 
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BRAINTREE  SCHOOL  FUND  ACCOUNT. 


Joseph  Dyer,  Jun.,  Treasurer. 

Cash  on  hand,  Feb  i,  1876 . *$213  93 

Dividends  received  from  Eliot  Bank,  Boston .  15  00 

“  “  “  Weymouth  Bank .  91  00 

“  “  “  Granite  Bank,  Quincy  ...  80  00 

Taxes  refunded . •••...  35  81 

Received  for  rent  of  Almshouse  and  Farm .  200  00 

- 15635  74 


Cash  paid  E.  A.  Spear,  ditching  Salt  Meadow . 

183  II 

<< 

E.  T.  Ellis,  removing  Sods . 

II  20 

ii 

John  B.  Arnold . 

7  25 

<< 

George  H.  Arnold . 

4  00 

<( 

George  W.  White,  for  ditching  Fresh  Meadow 

8  00 

a 

C.  T.  Crane,  Trustee  for  Three  Years  .  .  . 

5  00 

a 

G.  H,  Arnold,  “  ‘*  “ 

5  00 

a 

R.  Porter,  “  “  “ 

5  00 

a 

Geo.  W.  White,  “  “  “ 

5  00 

ik 

John  B.  Arnold  “  “  ‘‘ 

5  00 

(< 

II.  Abercrombie,  Chairman  “  “ 

S  00 

a 

Joseph  Dyer,  Jun.,  Treas.  “  “ 

15  00 

Jonathan  French . 

350  00 

Cash  on  hand . 

CO 

-  $635  74 

•  * 

^  t* 

The  undersigned  having  been  chosen  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  Treasure 
of  theBiaintree  School  Fund  has  attended  to  that  duty,  and  certifies  that  the 
/  same  have  been  correctly  kept  and  cast,  and  that  all  payments  are 
properly  vouched  for. 

G.  H.  Arnold. 


f 
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CHIEF  ENGINEER’S  REPORT. 

To  tht  Selectmen: — 

I  most  respectfully  submit  the  following  report: — 

The  department  is  under  the  control  of  a  chief  and  eight  assistant  engineers. 

There  are  two  hand  engines  with  hose  carriages  attached,  and  one  hook 
and  ladder  carriage. 

The  companies  are  full,  and  consist  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  vol¬ 
unteers. 

The  several  houses  belonging  to  the  department,  are  in  good  condition, 
There  are  belonging  to  the  department,  eleven  hundred  feet  reliable,  five 
hundred  feet  unreliable,  and  four  hundred  feet  of  condemned  hose,  ' 

The  reservoir  in  the  North  part  of  the  town,  is  now  in  good  condition, 
after  undergoing  the  expense  of  taking  off  the  old  cement  and  properly  re- 
©ementing  it. 

SCHEDULE  OF  PKOPERTY. 

Union.  No.  i,  one  engine  and  hose  carriage,  250  feet  of  rubber  hose,  250 
feet  rubber  lined  hose,  300  feet  linen  hose,  150  feet  of  condemned  hose,  3- 
feet  of  suction  hose,  8  pr  spanner  and  belts,  2  wrenches,  3  stoves,  i  duster, 
broom,  3  oil  cans,  boiler,  jack,  3  axes,  ten  ft  ladder,  coal  hod,  3  pails,  burst¬ 
ing  strap,  10  settees,  8  chairs,  table,  3  lanterns,  8  lamps  and  fixtures,  6  spit¬ 
toons,  4  buckets,  5  nozzles,  pole  for  horses,  4  rubber  coats  and  five  caps. 

Butcher  Boy  No.  3,  engine  and  hose  carriage,  350  feet  rubber  hose,  350 
feet  rubber  lined  hose,  300  feet  linen  hose,  350  feet  condemned  hose,  35 
suction  hose,  9  pr  spanner  and  belts,  wrench,  3  stoves,  duster,  broom,  oil  can* 
boiler,  jack,  2  axes,  coal  hod,  fountain  pump,  2  pails,  2  bursting  straps,  10 
settees,  8  chairs,  table,  4  lanterns,  7  lamps  and  fixtures,  six  spittoons,  4 
buckets,  4  nozzles,  10  foot  ladder,  pole  for  horses,  4  rubber  coats. 

Wampatuck  Hook  and  Ladder  Co.  No.  i,  one  carriage,  10  ladders,  6 
hooks,  6  lamps,  table,  6  spittoons,  8  chairs,  10  settees,  3  stoves,  3  coal  hods* 
shovel,  broom,  3  boilers,  dustpan,  3  oil  cans,  32  buckets,  3  pumps,  6  dog 
hooks,  3  lanterns,  3  axes,  one  lever  for  raising  ladders,  pole  for  horses,  con¬ 
stitution  and  frames. 

t 

SCHEDULE  OF  FIRES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1876. 

( 

August  27th,  an  old  unoccupied  dwelling  oflittle  value,  in  South  Braintree 
elonging  to  N.  F,  Safford,  supposed  cause,  incendiary. 
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October  i6th,  a  dwelling  house  in  East  Braintree  owned  by  Adoram  Clapp 
and  occupied  by  Volney  Young,  value,  ^600,  supposed  cause,  defective 
chimney. 

December  30th,  a  dwelling  house  in  South  Braintree  owned  by  Hiram 
Wild  and  occupied  by  him  and  J.  E.  Mellen,  value,  $2000,  damage,  ^700 
cause  defective  chimney. 

The  Board  would  respectfully  recommend  that  a  reservoir  be  placed  near 
the  Town  House,  also  that  there  be  a  bell  placed  on  each  of  the  houses  of  the 
Department. 

The  first  public  Parade  of  the  department,  was  made  on  the  Fourth  of  July 
by  request  of  the  committee  on  celebration  for  that  day,  and  the  Engineers 
feel  grateful  to  each  of  the  companies  for  their  energy  to  make  it  a  success. 
All  ot  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  CAVANAGH,  Chief  Engineer.  , 


# 
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WARRANT  FOR  TOWN  MEETING. 

Norfolk,  S;.s. 

To  either  of  the  Coiistables  of  the  Town  of  Braintree ,  Greeting  : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are  required 
to  notify  and  Avarn  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Braintree,  qualified  to 
vote  in  elections  and  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the  Town  Hall  in  said 
Braintree,  on  ^londay,  the  fifth  day  of  March  next,  'Ut  nine  o’clock  in  the 
forenoon,  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  namely  ; — 

ist.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  at  said  meeting. 

ad.  To  hear  the  report  of  the  several  town  officers,  and  act  thereon. 

3d.  To  determine  the  manner  of  repairing  the  highways,  town  ways,  and 
bridges,  the  ensuing  year. 

4th,  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

5th.  To  raise  and  appropriate  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  tOAvn  for  the  ensuing  year. 

6th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Treasurer  to  borroAV  such 
sums  of  money  as  the  Selectmen  may  direct. 

7th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  Jury  List  as  made  by  the  Se¬ 
lectmen.  _ 

8th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  an  appropriation  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  and  pay  the  same  to  Gen.  Sylvanus  Thayer  Post,  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  them  in  defraying  the  expenses  o 
memorial  services  on  Decoration  Day. 

9th.  To  see  if  the  tOAvn  will  raise  and  appropriate  a  sufficient  sum  to 
complete  the  improvement  of  Middle  Street. 

loth.  To  choose  a  School  Fund  Committee,  and  two  Trustees  of  the 
Thayer  Public  Library, 

I  jth.  To  see  if  the  town  will  cause  to  be  immediately  built  two  “Lockups,’  ’ 


39 


one  to  be  located  at  the  East,  and  the  other  at  the  South  part  of  the  town , 
and  to  be  built  of  the  same  size  and  material  as  the  one  at  Weymouth 
Landing. 

1 2th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  direct  the  Selectmen  to  apportion  the 
money  to  be  raised  by  the  town  for  1877  for  the  repairs  and  maintainance 
of  highways  in  the  three  districts  as  established  last  year,  to  be  apportioned 
on  the  basis  of  the  valuation  of  the  Polls  and  Estates  lying  within  the  limits 
of  the  several  districts. 

13th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  choose  three  constables  for  the  East  dis¬ 
trict,  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  property  holders  of  that  part  of 
the  town,  one  of  the  constables  so  chosen  to  be  appointed  by  the  Selectmen 
a  Special  Police  officer,  vho  shall  be  required  to  do  special  police  duty 
and  to  act  as  a  night  patrol  within  the  district  of  East  Braintree,  for  one 
year  from  the  month  of  March  ensuing,  or  until  one  is  chosen  and  com¬ 
missioned  in  his  stead. 

14th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  pay  such  police 
officer  a  fair  salary  for  such  night  services  and  to  draw  their  orders  upon  the 
town  Treasurer  for  his  monthly  pay. 

15th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  committee  appointed  at  the 

last  annual  meeting  on  “Centennial  Celebration,”  to  print  in  proper  'form, 
the  proceedings  of  the  town,  on  the  Eourth  of  July,  last. 

i6th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  deposit  the 
Ancient  Records,  or  any  other  valuable  papers  of  the  town  that  they  may 
see  fit,  in  the  library  building. 

17th.  To  sec  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  take  measures 

for  the  preservation  of  the  ancient  deed  of  the  town,  and  if  they  think  proper 
to  have  copies  of  it  made,  providing  the  expense  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
fifty  dollars. 

i8th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  widen  the  bridge  and  draw  on  Quincy 
Avenue,  to  a  proper  w’idth  to  accommodate  the  public  travel,  and  the  pas¬ 
sage  of  vessels. 

19th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  build  a  reservoir  near  the  Town  House. 

20th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  direct  a  bell  to  be  placed  on  each  of  the 
houses  of  the  fire  department. 
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3ist.  To  choose  any  committee,  to  hear  the  report  of  any  committee,  and 
act  thereon. 

You  are  to  give  notice  of  this  meeting  by  posting  true  and  attested  cop¬ 
ies  of  this  warrant  at  the  usual  public  places  in  town,  seven  days  at  least 
before  the  time  of  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not;  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with  your  doings 
thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  before  the  time  of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Braintree,  this  twentieth  day  of  February,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-seven. 

’  ABITAH  ALLEN,  \  Selectmen  of 

DAVID  H.  BATES,  /  Braintree, 


.1 


JURY  LIST. 


REVISED  BY  THE  SELECTMEif, 

Feb.  20,  1877. 


Samuel  E.  Brackett, 
Abijah  Allen, 

Alexander  Bowditch, 
Charles  Pratt, 

Eben  B.  Tower, 

'  Henry  W.  Simonds, 
Ebenezer  F.  Howard, 
Thomas  B.  Vinton, 
Ebenezer  C.  Bowditch, 
George  F.  Leonard, 
John  Kimball, 

Paul  J.  Minchin, 

David  N.  Hollis, 
Richard  L. Arnold, 
Amos  William  Stetson, 
Alva  S.  Morrison, 
William  H.  Cobb, 

Isaac  Porter, 

Lewis  Thayer, 

J.  Frederic  Allen, 

Eben  Denton, 

Joel  F.  Sheppard, 
William  F.  Locke, 
Marcus  A.  Perkins, 
John  B.  Arnold, 


Charles  Thayer, 

David  H.  Bates, 
William  Reed, 

Elisha  A.  Belcher, 

N.  Eugene  Hollis, 
Samuel  Havden, 
George  A.  Sproule, 
George  .W  Arnold, 
Samuel  L.  Dyer, 

E.  F.  E.  Thayer, 
Joseph  I.  Bates, 

Henry  M.  White, 
Charles  A.  French, 
Granville  Thompson, 
E.  Warner  Dailey, 
John  Marcus  Arnold, 
James  Wilson, 

Joseph  H.  Hobart, 
Thomas  Hill, 
Cranmore  N.  Wallace 
Paul  Wild, 

Arza  B.  Keith, 
Nathaniel  White, 

J.  Parker  Ha}  ward, 

C.  Byron  Hunt. 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  BRAINTREE  . 

POR  THE  YEAR  1S76. 


Whole  number  of  intentions  of  marriage  recorded, 


«< 

4( 

of  marriages 

t  • 

II 

II 

of  births 

fi 

.  .  96 

It 

II 

of  deaths 

it 

77 

MARRIAGES. 

DATE. 

NAMES, 

AGE. 

RESIDENCE. 

BIRTHPLACE. 

Jan. 

9* 

John  Flynn, 

35 

Pennsylvania. 

Ireland 

Bessie  C.  Sullivan, 

30 

Braintree, 

44 

2'\ 

0 

Francis  French, 

40 

Brockton, 

Brockton 

Ella  E.  Whittaker,  . 

21 

Braintree, 

Salem,  N.  H- 

.D. 

37. 

Humphrey  Moyniham, 

27 

Quincy, 

Ireland. 

Mary  E.  Cavanagh 

21 

Braintree, 

Boston* 

March  16. 

Alfred  F.  Smith, 

24 

Braintree, 

Rhode  Island 

Georgia  J.  Grover 

19 

Weymouth, 

Chelsea 

29. 

Charles  H.  Mann, 

23 

Braintree, 

Braintree. 

Susan  E.  Hollis, 

19 

44 

29. 

Winfield  S.  Glover, 

23 

Quincy, 

Quincy. 

Lizzie  A.  Cheek, 

24 

Braintree, 

Weymouth. 

JO- 

Frank  W.  Brown, 

21 

Abington, 

Abington, 

Sarah  W.  Gary, 

18 

E.  Weymouth, 

E.  Weymouth^ 

April 

12. 

Joseph  D.  Valiquet, 

22 

Braintree, 

Canada. 

Minnie  E.  Wales, 

19 

a 

Minnesota 

19. 

W,  Oscar  Carver, 

26 

Quincy, 

Quincy. 

Ada  L.  Robbins, 

18 

Braintree, 

Plymouth. 

24. 

Patrick  Quinn, 

27 

it 

Ireland, 

Kate  Kelley, 

23 

it 

44 

25- 

Lawrance  F.  Leavitt, 

20 

a 

Randolph. 

Flora  R.  Webber 

18 

Quincy, 

Boston. 

My 

4- 

Edwin  J.  Marston, 

37 

Middleton, 

Tam  worth,  N.  H. 

Eliza  A.  Wilkins, 

28 

14 

Middleton. 

II. 

John  B.  Reinhalter, 

22 

Quincy, 

France. 

Maggie  T.  Hinnegan, 

24 

Braintree, 

Ireland. 

Ji-  AC 

I. 

Henry  Mann, 

i6i 

44 

Randolph. 

Sarah  L.  Dickerman, 

41 

44 

Braintree. 

7- 

Charles  F.  Saunders, 

22 

44 

44 

Abbie  H.  Green, 

19 

Randolph, 

Randolph. 

20. 

William  L.  Gage, 

30 

Braintree, 

Braintree. 

Mary  E.  Burr, 

23 

Quincy, 

Quincy 
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28. 

George  H.  Saunders, 

25 

Braintree 

Braintr  ee 

Sarah  E.  Thayer, 

22 

H 

Lanes  ville. 

July 

I. 

James  McFarland, 

24 

it 

Scotland 

Mary  McKay, 

24 

if 

<( 

27- 

James  Duncan, 

39 

Weymouth, 

Pennsylvania. 

Mary  T.  Bertsch, 

19 

Hingham, 

Boston. 

Aug. 

2. 

Frank  P.  Dyer, 

28 

Hingham. 

Clara  L.  Vinton* 

27 

Braintree, 

Braintree. 

3- 

Henry  A.  Hawkes, 

24 

{( 

Boston. 

Mary  E.  Branley, 

20 

ff 

,  Braintree. 

25. 

Robert  Dee, 

24 

Weymouth, 

Cohassett. 

Mary  Donahue, 

23 

Braintree, 

Braintree, 

Oct. 

4- 

Charles  0.  Stevens, 

21 

Hampton,  N.  H. 

Abbie  Holbrook, 

21 

Randolph, 

Randolph. 

1 1. 

Julius  Piatt, 

27 

Weymouth, 

Weymouth, 

Mary  A.  Denton, 

24 

Braintree, 

Cambridge, 

12. 

Lory  0.  Band, 

24 

if 

Rye,  N.  H. 

Emma  H.  Shaw, 

24 

if 

Weymouth 

12. 

John  W.  Dorety, 

23 

if 

Roxbury. 

Louisa  A.  Foye, 

23 

if 

Weymouth. 

iS. 

Willard  .K  Richards, 

31 

if 

Braintree, 

Ella  C.  Baker, 

27 

Weymouth,  • 

Weymouth. 

25- 

George  G.  French, 

36 

Braintree, 

Boston. 

Ella  P".  Fisner, 

25 

ff 

Braintree. 

29 

Charles  A.  Allen, 

27 

Fitchburg, 

Woodstock. 

Mary  T.  Cohoran 

» ‘y 

if 

Charlestown. 

Nov. 

4- 

George  E.  Ludden, 

21 

East  Bridgewater,  Braintree. 

Eliza  Loring, 

23 

Braintree, 

"1 

5' 

Franklin  VV.  Hayden, 

22 

ff 

n 

Ida  A.  McCarty, 

20 

Randolph, 

Randolph, 

Richard  A.  Pidgeon, 

29 

Braintree, 

St.  Johns,  N.  B. 

Emma  H.  Fogg, 

20 

if 

Braintree, 

61. 

Alden  Bowditch, 

31 

if 

(( 

• 

Nellie  A.  Montgomery,  31 

1 

Boston, 

Auburn,  N.  H. 

26. 

Edward  A.  Young, 

22 

Weymouth, 

Weymouth. 

Sarah  E.  Kenerson, 

27 

Hingham, 

29. 

Herb’tW.  Richardson, 

22 

Braintree, 

Braintree. 

Sarah  F.  Bump, 

18 

Randolph. 

30- 

John  F.  Bowditch, 

29 

« 

Braintree. 

Sarah  A.  Childs, 

35 

Beverly. 

Dec. 

2. 

John  E.  Eastwood, 

30 

if 

'  England. 

Maggie  Mills, 

22 

if 

Braintree. 

22. 

George  F.  Johnson, 

*9 

Plymouth, 

;  Milford. 
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Lucy  A.  Willis,  20 

Braintree, 

Braintree. 

26. 

Samuel  R.  Slack,  58 

Boston. 

Helen  M.  Dunbar,  33 

Weymouth, 

Newton. 

30- 

Bradford  Y.  Knight,  22 

Biaintree, 

Searsmont,  Me. 

■J 

Mary  S.  Arnold,  25 

Braintree. 

,  BIRTHS  C  'f-  f  . 

• 

00 

¥ 

April 

9- 

Charles  Elmer  Dyer, 

Peter  and  Hattie  R. 

23- 

Charles  G.  Dunnington, 

George  and  Sarah  M. 

May 

I. 

Charles  Ernest  Hollinshead, 

John  and  Fanny. 

Dec. 

27. 

George  Greenwood, 

John  and  Mary. 

1876. 

Jan.  4.  William  Thomas  Chambers, 

17.  Herbert  Ellery  Grocker, 

21.  Bernice  Emily  Goodnow, 

22.  Mary  Eliza  Purcell, 

25.  Willie  Everett  McDonnell, 

29.  Joseph  McAndrew, 

Feb.  I.  Harriet  Leavitt, 

5.  Mary  Elizabeth  Donahoe, 

10.  Edith  Eldridge  Cain, 

21.  Henry  Francis  Vinton, 

25.  George  Frazer  Mansfield, 

27.  Charles  McRae, 

28.  Charles  Andrew  Walker, 

March  3.  Mary  Ahearn, 

4.  Florence  Belle  Hunt, 

9.  Fred  Wilde  Allen, 

1 1 .  Margaret  Ellen  Clinton, 

13.  Reginald  Woodman  Plummer 
15.  Freddie  Andrew  Saunders, 

15.  Mary  Ella  Hollis, 

22.  Charlie  Eugene  Hunt, 

23.  Mary  Emily  Arnold, 

23.  'Lula  May  Dyer, 

27.  Michael  Francis  Quinn, 

27.  Teressa  Annie  Rossiter, 

29.  William  Henry  Drollett, 
Florence  Hiller, 

April  10.  Ellen  May  Branley, 

V  .5.  Alfred  Henry  Holbrook, 


James  and  Eliza. 
Eugene  and  Lydia  J. 
Henry  H.  and  Lisette  M. 

Barney  and  Clara  J. 
Alexander  and  Margaret. 
John  and  Jemima. 
Gardner  and  Eliza  D. 
Peter  and  Margaret  T. 
Daniel  E.  and  Ellen  G. 
Elmer  H.  and  Lucy  C. 
A,  Frazer  and  Jennie  E. 

Neil  and  Charlotte. 
Charles  H.  and  Abbie  A. 
Daniel  and  Hannah 

• 

Charles  B.  and  Georgia  M^ 
Grace  W.  and  Marianne. 
Michael  aud  Elizabeth. 
Brown,  Nelson  H. and  Julietta  I. 
W.  Watson  and  Henrietta  R.- 
George  E.  and  Luella  A. 
George  W.  and  Eunice. 
Charles  F.  and  Elizabeth  G 

• 

Calvin  T.  and  Sarah  A. 
Michael  and  Mary. 
Frank  G.  and  Katie  E 
Joseph  P.  and  Susan  H^* 

Mary. 

Michael  and  Margaret. 
George  H,  and  Sadie  E. 
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May 


June 


July 


Aug. 


Sept. 


18.  Chester  Robert  Waleh, 

20.  Alice  Hannaford, 

27,  Alfred  Francis  Spear, 

27,  Albert  John  Smith, 

8.  Granville  Harlan  Mansfield, 

II.  Rutherford  Homer  Holbrook, 

14.  Mary  Frances  Shay, 

18.  Robert  Henry  Orr, 

2O.  Maggie  Teresa  Starr, 

24.  Annie  May  Crosby, 

27.  ^lary  Griffin, 

3.  Arthur  Lawrence  Perry, 

3.  Sophronia  Belle  Trufant, 

5.  Charles  Warren  Young, 

(j.  Annie  Rosamond  Hill, 

16.  ,Susan  Ginevra  Doane,  , 

19.  Mary  Ann  Jordan, 

20.  Gassy  May  Ahearn, 

21.  Clarissa  Lovett  Mayberry, 

3.  Ella  Mabel  Phillips, 

7.  Katie  Allen  Clark, 

10.  Susan  Ella  Clark, 

11.  Herbert  Warren  Simonds, 

13*  P^mma  Frances  Learned, 

14*  Charlotte  lillen  Hayden, 
lo.  Eva  Gertrude  Parks, 

15-  Willis  Otis  Blake, 

24.  Clara  Isora  Dustin, 

26.  Francis  Plverett  Morales, 

3.  Albert  Napoleon  Tellier,  " 

17*  Thoma^pCrawford  Emerson, 

1 8.  Sarah  Dunn^ 

18.  Sarah  Perkins  Arnold, 

3.  William  Halissey, 

4.  Joseph  P'pederic  Valiquet, 

5.  Ca11;^irv6  Kendrick  Hollinshead, 

6.  Martm^Lennan  Dolan, 

8.  Charles  Francis  Boyle, 

8.  Mabel  EsteHa  Belcher, 

8.  Arthur  Bradmrd  Holbrook, 

9.  Jennie  Gertrude  Thayer, 

17.  Margaret  Elizabeth  Mischler, 

25.  William  and  Thomas  Doherty, 


Theodore  and  Elizabeth. 
Augustus  F.  and,  Sarah  A. 
Benjamin  F.  and  Caroline  C* 
Cornelius  and  Mary 
Charles  W2d.  and  Eliza  M. 
Walter  and  Sarah  F.  B. 
Edward  and  Maria. 
William  and  Sarah  A. 
Terence  and  Charlotte. 
Webster  F.  and  Sarah  J. 
Dennis  and  Bridget  M* 
Charles  L.  and  Sarah  J. 
Edgar  H.  and  Jane  I. 
Francis  W.  and  Sarah  P.. 
William  G.  and  Hattie  L. 
Heman  F.  and  Susan  A. 
^  Patrick  and  Eliza. 

James  and  Maria. 
Edwin  D.  and  Kittie. 
Franklin  and  Carrie  E. 
James  W.  and  Mary. 
Hobart  I.  and  Katie. 
H.  Willie  and  E.  Claribel. 
Henry  O.  and  Fanny* 
Harriet. 

Albert  F.  and  Addie  M. 
Nathaniel  P’.  and  Lizzie, 
pAigene  A.  and  Elizabeth  T* 
Leonardo  and  Agnes. 

''  Napoleon  and  Ann  E* 
Thomas  A.  and  P'rances  H. 

Martin  and  Esther. 
Samuel  V.  and  Mary  O. 

*  Daniel  and  Mary. 
Joseph  D.  and  Minnie  Ef 
John  and  Fanny. 
Martin  and  Joanna. 
John  E.  and  Margaret. 
Alexander  T.  and  Ada  E. 
Abraham  C.  and  Olive  M. 
Charles  W.  and  Emma  M. 
Conrad  and  Bridget- 
George  and  Julia, 
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28. 

Oct,  12. 
23* 

24. 

25. 
25- 
27* 

Nov.  2. 

6. 

9. 

9« 

12. 

14. 

22. 

23. 
25. 

25. 

-Oec.  20. 
22. 


Drinkwater, 
Elsie  Estella  Me  Alphin, 
Emma  Sarah  White, 
Elizabeth  Quinn, 

John  Michael  Condrick, 
Maggie  Collins, 

Grace  Emily  Simmons, 
Herbert  Elton  Jackson, 
Hammond, 

Erancis  Sherwood  Bannon, 
Gertrude  Josephine  Bannon, 
Mary  Howard  Foss, 
^^fodore  Brooks  Allen, 
Oliver  Greenwood, 

Jessie  Russell  Arnold, 

Mary  Ellen  Doyle, 

Margaret  Purcell, 

Hollis, 

Rertha  Frances  Hayward, 
McGerr, 


Jan. 


Feb. 


Mch. 


1 


1-  Rachel  L.  Hayden, 
23*  Eli  A.  Hayden, 

Hannah  Eaton, 

14.  Warren  A.  Thayer, 

2-  Nahum  Thajyer, 

7-  Margaret  Bardell, 

9-  Caleb  Hollis, 

21-  Sarah  J.  Beals,  __ 
“7*  Cora  E.  Hayden, 

1.  Mary  Hartshorn, 

2.  Mary  Rhodden, 

7‘  Jabez  Brown, 


7*  Josephene  Dyer, 

7.  Mary  E.  McGcrr, 
28.  Bertha  Cushman, 
t-  John  W.  Qui„„_ 

5*  Julia  Kelley, 

6.  Thomas  Kelley, 

9.  ^  Jechoidas  Pcimiman, 


deaths. 


Yrs, 

,  M. 

D. 

23 

9 

12 

4 

28 

76 

II 

7 

39 

3 

76 

4 

5S 

9 

8i* 

I 

23 

20 

9 

28 

3 

I 

14 

86 

7 

18 

7 

8 

84 

I 

6 

27 

2 

7 

7 

10 

35 

3 

6 

26 

16 

4 

13 

51 

04 

II 

52- 

05 

34 

Edward  H.  and  A.  Cora 
James  and  Elizabeth  M. 
Henry  M.  and  Sarah  D. 
Patrick  and  Catherine. 
William  F.  and  Katie  E. 
Dennis  and  Ann. 
AlfredF  .  and  Alice  A. 
Ilosea  and  Adelaide, 
Henry  and  Annie  H, 
Edward  and  Catherine  A 

• 

Edward  and  Catherine  A* 
Warren  H.  and  Sarah  M* 
William  and  Emma  F. 
John  and  Mary* 
E,  Watson  and  Maria  V« 
John  T.  and  Catherine, 
Patrick  and  Bridget, 
Samuel  M.  and  Helen. 
John  F.  and  Catherine  F* 
William  and  Mary. 


Consumption. 

Paralysis. 

Consumption. 

Throat  Disease. 
Pneumonia, 
Rheumatism. 
Diphtheria.  ' 

Consumption. 

Old  Age. 

J)iphthei'ia. 

General  Debility. 
Consumption. 

<^holera  Infantum. 
Typhoid  Pnenmonia, 
Worm  Fever. 
Consumption. 

(4  - 

Bright’s  Dis,  Kidneys, 
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20. 

Charles  B.  Smith, 

4 

I 

28 

Diphtheria. 

Cynthia  Saville, 

77 

8 

21 

General  Debility. 

May  I. 

Jerusha  Jordan, 

62 

3 

26 

Paralysis. 

• 

Woods, 

Stillborn. 

6. 

Herrick  Gore, 

71 

General  Debility. 

n. 

Nathaniel  W.  Penniman, 

54 

I 

25 

Cancer. 

12. 

Bridget  11.  Griffin, 

16 

8 

12 

Consumption. 

13- 

Benjamin  B.  French 

71 

7 

12 

Dropsy  uf  the  Heart. 

i6. 

Sarah  A.  Moils, 

6 

3 

9 

Diphtheria. 

i8. 

Louisa  Thayer, 

‘22 

9 

10 

Consumption. 

i8. 

Warren  Carney, 

n 

Scarlet  Fever. 

19. 

Samuel  Hollis, 

65 

7 

Consumption. 

.  19* 

Susan  0.  Arnold, 

32 

8 

18 

a 

22. 

Mary  Thayer, 

68 

2 

15 

a 

23. 

David  Mulcahey, 

7 

3 

9 

Diphtheria. 

28. 

John  Mayberry, 

66 

2 

Consumption. 

30. 

James  P.  Bishop, 

83 

3 

25 

June  6. 

James  Moran, 

31 

u 

il. 

Mary  A.  W’’aldron, 

29 

5 

17 

Hydro  Pericarditis. 

24. 

Joseph  F.  Renn 

lO 

1 

Consumption. 

July  7. 

Cassy  M.  Ahearn, 

17 

,  Croup. 

9- 

Susan  J.  Cook, 

35 

8 

15 

Cholera  Morbus. 

lO. 

John  H.  Thayer, 

74 

II 

29  » 

Diabetes. 

lO. 

Samuel  C.  Loring, 

57 

6 

1 5 

Cancer. 

IT. 

Susan  H.  Bates, 

85 

18 

Apoplexy. 

16. 

Chester  B.  L,  Smith, 

2 

5 

7 

Meningitis. 

16. 

Margaret  A  Long, 

13 

lO 

16 

Diphtheria. 

20. 

Johanna  F  McMahon* 

22 

0 

4 

Consumption. 

22, 

Arthur  L.  Perry, 

I 

19 

Cholera  Infantum. 

23- 

Willie  0.  Blake, 

8 

Deformity. 

28. 

David  Abbott, 

61 

3 

7 

Heart  Disease. 

Aug.  6. 

Mary  E*  Cole, 

II 

H9 

Cholera  Infantumi 

18. 

Thomas  C.  Emerson, 

I 

Pneumonia. 

20. 

Marcus  C.  Taylor, 

36 

9 

Epileptic  Convulsions. 

Sept.  2. 

Sophronia  B.  Trufant, 

3 

Cholera  Infantum. 

10. 

Katie  E.  Hill,  ’ 

20 

4 

Consumption. 

15- 

Florence  Hiller, 

6 

Cholera  Infantum, 

i.v 

Joseph  R.. Frasier, 

65 

0 

0 

Cancer, 

19. 

Lula  M.  Dyer, 

5 

27 

Consumption. 

Oct.  zg. 

Elizabeth  Quinn, 

5 

Infantile. 

2. 

Joseph  P.  Mischler,  J 

I 

II 

5 

Scalded. 

12;  ov.  I. 

-  Daniel  W.  Leary,  . 

21 

6 

18 

Kail  Road  Accident, 
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7.  Catherine  Kelley, 

42 

I 

5 

Consumption. 

8,  Gardner  C.  Mansfield, 

'62 

5 

25 

Heart  Disease. 

9,  Charles  E.  Hayden, 

33 

'y 

Consumption. 

II.  Hiram  13.  Thayer, 

4 

1 1 

Croup.  - 

i2.  Maggie  Finnegan, 

33 

3 

14 

Heart  Disease. 

1 3.*  Emily  J.  Buker, 

II 

5 

Scarlet  Fever. 

14.  William  A.  Matthews, 

>57 

Softening  uf  the  Brain. 

16.  Enoch  II.  Fisher, 

72 

5 

27 

Consumption. 

19.  Lucinda  Hunt, 

70 

Old  Age, 

21.  Charles  D.  Hayden, 

71 

Hemorrahage. 

22.  Sophia  Carlin, 

22 

Consumption. 

22.  Elizabeth  E.  Bestick 

59 

II 

•y  y 

Typhoid  Fever. 

24.  Patrick  Griffin, 

70 

Old  Age. 

Dec.  4.  Saunders, 

Stillborn. 

23.  Levi  I.  Hayden, 

36 

8 

4 

Pneumonia. 

Feb.  20.  J  Ackson, 

Stillborn, 

The  following  persons  have  taken  out  intentions  of  marriage,  but  the 

certificate  of  marriage  has  not  been  received  by  the  Town  Clerk.  Will 

those  interested  see  that  a  proper 

certificate 

is  returned.' 

1876. 

AGE. 

RESIDENCE. 

April  28.  Patrick  Me  Manus, 

22 

Braintree. 

Annie  Gilbride, 

19 

(< 

June  9.  James  Dike, 

27 

Boston.^ 

Elleii  J.  Loring, 

32 

Braintree. 

Oct.  21.  James  1 1.  Thayer, 

21 

Quincy. 

Mary  Binney, 

21 

Braintree, 

Dec,  2O.  Arthur  L.  Hill, 

23 

Boston, 

Sarah  M.  Reckords, 

■y  y 

Braintree. 

23.  Nathan  J.  Crane, 

27 

U 

Martha  A.  Paty 

27 

Plymouth. 

The  Town  CJlerk  requests  that  he  maybe  notified  of  ali  eirors  pr  omis¬ 
sions. 


« 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


School  Committee, 


N 


OF  THE 


TOWIT  of  BHAIITTEEE, 


For  the  School  Year  1876—7. 


Report  of  the  School  Committee. 


The  school  committee,  in  submitting  their  annual  re¬ 
port,  do  not  propose  to  enter  into  any  minute  account  of 
individual  schools,  nor  into  the  peculiarities  of  individunl 
teachers.  Both  the  propriety  and  benefit  of  such  a  course 
may  be  questioned.  'They  prefer  to  generalize,  rather 
than  particularize  ;  to  direct  attention  to  general  results, 
rather  than  to  single  persons  who  may  have  contributed  to 
those  results  ;  to  state  as  concisely  as  possible  the  real  work 
ing  condition  of  our  schools  as  a  whole  ;  their  present 
wants,  and  the  hinderances  to  their  future  welfare  and 
usefulness. 

While  they  are  fully  aware  that  our  schools  are  not  all 
models,  nor  the  teachers  all  trained  experts  in  their  vo¬ 
cation  ;  while  they  see  and  confess  the  urgent  need  of 
some  modification,  at  least,  of  our  system  of  teaching,  and 
of  greater  thoroughness  generally  ;  in  a  word,  while  they 
find  in  the  school-work  of  the  year  somewhat  to  question 
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and  censure,  they  lind  also,  at  the  same  time,  much  to 
commend  and  approve.  The  schools,  evidently,  have  not 
retrograded,  but  advanced.  The  teachers,  in  the  main, 
have  labored  diligently  and  faithfully,  according  to  their 
ability,  and  have  met  with  a  fair  degree  of  success.  If  a 
few  have  fallen  below  that  point,  many  haven  risen  above 
it.  Still,  it  must  be  apparent  to  every  intelligent  observe i’ 
that  there  are  serious  defects  in  our  system  of  instruction, 
and  that  the  results  obtained  are  neither  satisfactory  nor  ad¬ 
equate  to  the  expense  of  time,  labor,  and  money.  That 
so  little  proficienev  should  be  made  in  the  elementarv 
branches  of  English  education  durinsr  ei^ht  or  ten  years 
of  regular  studv  in  graded  schools,  as  was  evinced  at  the 
last  annual  examination  of  a  select  class  of  pupils  for  ad¬ 
mittance  to  the  High  School,  is  sufficient  evidence  of  the 
truth  of  our  assertion.  We  can  hardly  recall  to  mind  ihat 
crude  and  incongraous  mass  of  examination  papers,  with¬ 
out  mingled  feelings  of  sadness  and  merriment.  Such  a 
conglomeration  of  almost  illegible  scrawls,  bad  orthog¬ 
raphy,  absurd  answers,  ludicrous  expressions,  with  errors, 
blunders,  and  marks  of  carelessness  everywhere,  we  trust 
will  never  again  be  placed  before  a  committoo  for  examin 
ation  in  this  town.  Of  course,  all  those  documents  are 
not  to  be  included  in  this  category ;  there  were  some  hon¬ 
orable  exceptions  ;  but  compared  with  the  whole  number, 
they  were  very  few.  If  such,  then,  are  the  best  results  of 
so  many  years  of  constant  teaching  and  study,  wo  leave  it 
to  others  to  determine  what  the  medium,  or  poorest  must 
be, 
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It  is  not  to  be  inferred  from  this,  that  our  teachers  are, 
necessarily,  an  inferior  class,  deficient  alike  in  ability  and 
literary  qualifications.  On  the  contrary,  they  are  generally 
intelligent,  agreeable,  and  competent.  But  in  their  system 
of  teaching,  many  of  them  are  not  up  to  the  more  modern 
and  approved  standard.  They  are  inclined  to  follow  too 
closely  the  old  routine  of  text-book  recitations,  and  to  rest 
satisfied  with  that  endless  mouthing  of  words,  without  at¬ 
tempting  to  ascertain  whether  the  pupils  have  any  knowl¬ 
edge  of  their  meaning  and  practical  applicaaion.  Of  what 
avail  is  it,  that  a  bov  is  taught  arithmetic  throu2rh  all  the'se 
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years,  learns  all  the  rules  by  rote,  and  ciphers  away  as  far 
as  cube  root,  if  he  cannot  step  outside,  and  without  book 
or  teacher,  measure  a  load  of  wood?  What  is  the  use 
of  all  this  worry  over  grammar,  if  the  pupil  is  never  to 
V‘arn  to  speak  and  write  the  English  language  correctly 
and  with  propriety  ?  A  boy  may  be  drilled  for  years  by 
one  of  these  routine  teachers,  to  spell  and  define  whole 
paircs  of  long,  jaw-breaking,  unusual,  and  almost  useless 
words,  and  yet  completely  break  down  and  call  for  ssist- 
ance,  on  the  meaning  of  the  word  “foregoing.”  long 

ao'o,  a  candidate  for  certain  honors  was  handed  a  printed 
slip,  on  which  was  the  following:  “Give  the  principal 
parts  of  the  verbs,  lie  [to  recline,]  sit,  lay,  and  set.” 
After  ruminating,  and  corrugating  his  brows  over  it,  for 
some  time,  he  beckoned  one  of  the  examining  committee  to 
him,  and  asked  in  all  simplicity,  and  with  bated  breath, 

the  defination  of  the  expression,  “to  recline,”  The  ex¬ 
aminer  DEclined  to  give  the  puzzled  youth  an  answer. 
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It  is  hard  to  start  some  persons  out  of  the  old  ruts. 
There  are  teachers  who  seem  imwillinf?  to  admit  there  is 
a  better  way,  a  more  rational  and  effective  method  of  in 
struction  than  their  own,  approved  and  adopted  by  the 
leading:  educators  of  the  land.  They  are  reluctant  to  be- 
lieve,  that  in  teaching  children  the  alphabet  and  reading 
exclusively,  by  the  old  system,  much  time  and  labor  are 

wasted,  often  worse  than  wasted.  Experienced  educators 
who  have  tested  thoroughly  the  modern  method,  in  the 
practical  work  of  the  school  room,  demonstrate  to  us  what 
can  be  accomplished  by  it.  They  show  that  a  child  can  be 
taught  to  read  and  write  well,  in  from  one  to  two  years, 
and  in  four  years,  to  write  a  good  practical  hand.  Mr. 
Kneeland,  agent  of  the  Board  of  Education,  in  his  in¬ 
teresting  and  instructive  address  to  our  corps ^of  teachers, 
in  October  last,  gave  one  or  two  examples  illustrative  of 
this  point.  If  we  can  rely  on  what  these  educational 
experts  tell  us, — and  one  of  the  committee,  at  least,  has 
witnessed  ample  verification  of  their  statements, — there 
certainly  must  |be  a  great  saving  of  time  and  money 
jn  the  system  they  advocate,  and  a  glad  relief  from  much 
that  is  tedious  and  unpleasant;  especially  from  that  hor¬ 
rible  drawl  and  sing-song  which  children  are  generally 
allowed  to  fall  into  under  the  old  method.  But  it  may  be 
urged  that  our  teachers  are  not  all  acquainted  withThe  im¬ 
proved  system.  Quite  likely.  But  they  might  be,  and 
ought  to  be,  especially,  since  it  is  now  attracting  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  ablest  heads.  An  intelligent,  progressive 
physician  is  never  ignorant  of  any  new  and  improved 
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remedy,  nor  of  any  new  and  improved  method  of  praetice. 
He  has  knowledge  of  both,  even  if  he  does  not  choose  to 
adopt  either.  It  is  the  same  in  all  professions  and  callings* 
Can  an  intelligent,  progressive  teacher  do  less  ? 

We  are  advocatins*  no  radical  chanixe  in  our  school 
system.  Indeed,  were  it  desirable,  we  are  not  prepared 
for  it,  at  present.  With  others,  we  see  faulls  in  the  system 
of  instruction  pursued  in  our  schools,  and  like  others, 
would  strive  to  rectify  those  faults.  We  would  be,  in  a 
measure,  eclectic ;  selecting  what  is  best  and  most  ap¬ 
proved  in  other  methods,  and  incorporating  it  with  what 
is  best  andjmost  approved  in  our  own.  We  would  have 
more  Oral  instruction  in  our  schools.  We  would  have  the 
teachers  frequently  lay  aside  the  text  book,  and  out  of  an 
active,  well-stored  enthusiastic  mind,  discourse  to,  qiies- 
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tion,  criticise,  and  drill  her  class  on  the  subject  of  the 
lesson.  Of  course,  an  incompetent  person,  a  “mere 
school  keeper,”  will  fail  in  every  attempt  of  this  kind. 
But  in  the  hands  of  a  real  energetic  teacher,  it  will  put  life 
and  soul  into  a  school,  and  turn  out  something  better 
than  bare  machines — to  grind  out  words.  Object  teaching 
should  not  be  overlooked,  especially,  in  the  Primary 
Schools.  Great  importance  is  attached  to  this  mode,  as 
well  as  to  the  Oral,  in  our  Noimal  Schools.  It  is  a  nat¬ 
ural  and  interesting  way  of  teaching  the  little  ones  real 
things,  instead  of  black>igns  of  things,  and  of  importing 
to  them  aVorld  of  useful  knowledge  in  a  very  pleasant 
and  attractive  manner.  It  is  an  animating  sight,  to  wit¬ 
ness  a  class  of  small  children  engaged  in  an  exercise  of  this 


kind,  conducted  by  n’live  teacher.  All  areinterested, 
prompt,  vigilant,  alert,  eager  to  catch  the  idea  and  to 
expess  it;  delighted,  appaientlj^  to  feel  that  now  they  are 
learning  something  worth  the  whtle,  something  they  can 
understand,  think  of,  and  talk  about.  Even  the  partial 
adoption  of  these  two  systems,  includihg  some  attention 
to  the  Phonic,  or  sound  methoo,  would,  we  are  confident, 
greatly  increase  the  efiScieiuy  of  our  schools.  While  it 
would  not  interfere  materially  with  the  present  order  of 
things,  it  would  tend  to  raise  the  standard  generally,  place 
us  on  the  line  of  progress  and  improvement,  and  enable  us 
to  draw  from  these  several,  widely  approved  sources  their 
best  light  and  help. 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

This  school  has  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  its  wa}', 
throu2:h  the  year,‘'^under, the'xare  of  its  able  and  well 

known  Principal,  seconded  by  his  faithful  and  experienced 
Assistant.  If  fine  scholarship  and  ability  to  teach  w^ere 
alone  sufficient  to  raise  a  school  to  a  high  standard  of  ex¬ 
pedience,  then  doubtless,  wo  should  bo  able  to  report  a 
High  School  that  could  be  favorably  compared  with  the 
best  in  the  Stale.  But  a  prime  requisite  of  all  w’ork  is 
suitable  material  to  work  with.  In  this  school  there  isa  pre¬ 
scribed  course  of  study.  It  is  based  on  the  presumption 
that  every  one  who  enters  the  school  has  been  previouslv 
trained  to  habits  of  study  and  thought ;  that  he  has  a  cor¬ 
rect  knowledge  of  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  grammar, 
and  geography.  Nows  it  is  w'dl  known  that  many  apply 


for  admission,  and  some  are  admitted,  every  year,  who 
are  not  prepared  by  previous  training,  to  enter  with  profit 
on  the  CLirriculnm  of  this  school.  Wo  contess  it — too  often 
we  furnish  the  Principal  with  poor  material.  Our  excuse 
is,  such  as  we  have  we  give  him.  Of  course,  he  cannot 
go  back  to  the  A  B  C  of  these  elementary  studies.  Such 
instruction  belongs  to  the  lower  grades,  and  cannot  be 
expected  in  this  schocl,  without  an  entire  change  in  its 
character  and  design.  Parents  do  not  seem  to  understand 
this,  when  they  complain  of  neglect  of  these  branches  in 
the  Hiirh  School. 

At  the  examination  of  candidates  tor  admission  to  this 
schoo,  in  June,  there  were  forty-nine  applicants.  Ten 
printed  questions,  on  each  ot  the  four  required  subjects, 
were  successfully  placed  before  them.  They  were  allow¬ 
ed  from  an  hour,  to  an  hour  and  a  half,  to  write  out  an¬ 
swers  to  each  set.  The  questions  were  neither  obscure 
nor  puzzling,  but  plain,  simple  and  practical.  It  was 
agreed  to  admit  all  who  should  reach  an  average  of  60  per 
cent,  of  correct  answers.  That  is  considered  very  low 
everywhere.  A  computation  was  made,  and  only  five  out 
of  the  forty-nine,  were  successful.  The  required  general 
average  was  then  lowered  to  50  per  cent.,  and  twelve  were 
admitted.  This  result  needs  no  comment  from  us.  It 
tells  its  owm  story.  We  allude  to  it  here,  unpleasant  as 
it  is.  and  ungracious  as  it  may  seem,  simply  because  we 
think  the  citizems  of  the  town  ought  to  be  apprised  of 
everything  that  concerns  their  educational  interests.  The 
remedy  for  these  short-comings  is  mainly  in  their  hands, 
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not  in  ours.  One  thing  we  would  say  with  emphasis  ;  this 
sending  pupils  to  the  High  School  to  study  l^atin,  French, 
and  Geometry,  before  they  are  well  grounded  in  the  el¬ 
ementary  branches  of  English  education,  is  simply  pre¬ 
posterous,  an  injury  to  both  themselves  and  to  the 
school. 

The  committee  .have  frequently  expressed  the  wish 
among  themselves,  and  also,  occasionally,  to  the  Principal, 
that|  he  would  devote  more  time  and  attention  to 

composition  and  elocution.  It  is  still  their  wish.  The 
importance  of  a  thorough  and  persistent  training  in  these 
two  subjects,  especially  the  former,  cannot  be  over  esti¬ 
mated.  If  “The  pen  is  mightier  than  the  sword,”  most 
certainly  should  the  young  be  instructed  in  the  art  of 
wielding  it  with  some  degree  of  skill  and  efiect.  But  it 
is  no  more  than  just  to  add  that  this  work  should  not  be 
left  to  the  High  School  to  initiate.  It  should  be  com¬ 
menced  in  the  lower  grades,  even  the  lowest,  and  contin¬ 
ued  systematically,  up  to  the  highest.  This  learning  to 
write  in  early  chilahood,  and  to  express  in  written 

I 

characters  its  simplest  ideas  and  impressions  of  objects  and 
scenes  around  it,  is  one  of  the  best  features  of  the  advan¬ 
ced  methods  of  teaching.  Still,  we  insist  that  more  atten 

tion  should  be  given  to  these  branches  in  this  school.  At 
present  they  are  almost  entirely  neglected. 

The  time  devoted  to  the  examination  of  this  school,  at 
the  close  of  the  term  was  too  short  to  enable  the  committee 
to  arrive  at  anything  like  ’  a  critical  estimate  of  the 
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proficiency  of  the  pupils  in  their  several  studies.  To 
attempt  to  examine  such  a  school  in  one  short  forenoon, 
ot  course,  can  aiiioiint  to  but  little  more  than  a  mere  form 
An  entire  day  would 'not  bo  too  much  for  such  an  under 

taking.  The  exhibition  in  the  afternoon  was  a  pleasant 
entertainment,  creditable  to  those  ensfaired  in  it,  and 
apparently  gratifying  to  the  large  audience  present. 

GRAMMAR  SCOOLS. 

After  the  Summer  examinations,  and  the  subsequent 

one  of  candidates  for  the  High  Schools,  it  'was  felt  by  the 

committee  that  something  ought  to  be  done  to  increase 

the  efficiency  of  the  Grammar  Schools.  Holding,  as 

this  grade  does,  a  place  in  our  system  second  to  no  other 

/ 

in  importance  ;  closely  linked,  as  it  is,  to  the  very  exis¬ 
tence  of  the  High  School ;  and  being  in  fact,  the  popular 
grade,  beyond  which  the  great  majority  of  our  youth  da 
not  go ;  it  seems  to  them  an  imperative  duty  to  strive  to 
raise  its  standard,  and  to  make  it,  not  only  a  suitable 
feeder  to  the  High  School^  but  a  reservoir  itself,  from 
which  all  classes  might  obtain  an  education  adequate  to 
the  01  dinary  requirements  of  a  respectable  business  life. 
That  has  been  their  aim.  They ^have  insisted  on  greater 
thoroughness  and  exactness  in  teaching,  and  urged  the 
importance  of  frequent  exercises  in  penmanship  and 
composition.  In  filling  vacancies  they  have  exercised 
their  best  judgement,  and  selected  the  ablest  teachers  ob- 
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tainable  with  the  means  at  their  disposal.  The  commit¬ 
tee  make  no  claim  of  infalibility.  TThey  are  liable  to  err 

like  better  men.  But  in  the  one  case — about  which  so 

» 

much  has  been  said — of  selecting  a  teacher,  and  induct¬ 
ing  her  into  one  of  our  Grammar  Schools,  they 

i 

(uifidently  affirm  the  belief,  that  there  is  not  an  un¬ 
prejudiced,  intelligent  person  in  town,  knowing  all  the 
facts  and  circumstances  of  the  case,  who  would  consider 
them  deserving  of  censure  for  the  course  they  pursued, 
or  of  having  either  their  judgement  or  their  motives 
called  in  question.  They  did  only  what  honor,  justice 
and  law  required. 

The  schools,  however,  have  been  as  successful  as 
could  reasonably  be  expected,  under  the  circumstances. 
There  have  been  obstacles  to  contend  with.  In  a 
locality  already  alluded  to,  contain  bitter  and  unjust 
prejudices,  unfavorable  home  irfluences,  and  a  deluge 
of  reckless,  irresponsible  talk,  have  not  tended  to  aid 
the  cause  of  education, — much  less  that  of  good  morals 
and  <rood  manners.  Still  on  the  whole  the  schools  have 
done  ordinarly  well.  But  that  is  not  enough.  The 
people  ought  not  to  be  satisfied  with  that.  These  are 
very  important  schools,  and  the  aim  should  be  to  raise 
their  standand  and  increase  their  efficiency.  To  do  this, 
only  sound  scholars  should  be  employed  to  teach  them  ; 
well-read,  accomplished,  English  scholars;  thoroughly 
conversant  with  every  subject  to  be  taught  and  fully 
trained  in  the  best  modes  of  instruction.  Then,  whether 
the  High  sehopl  continues  to  live  and  flourish,  or  is  sup-' 
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planted  by  the  Thayer  Academy,  wc  shall  have  three 
schools,  in  which  the  mass  of  ,oiir  youth  may  receive  a 
good  practical  education.  But  we  have  not  sufficient 
means  to  enable  us  to  inaugurate  this  good  woik.  The 
small  compensation  of  $400  a  year  would  be  no  induce 
ment  to  such  a  teacher.  Twice  that  amount  might.  To 
take  this  step  forward  and  meet  this  extra  demand, 
wo'uld  be,  it  is  believed,  a  real  economy  in  the  end,  and 
an  immediate  and  lasting  benefit  to  the  many  who  are 
obliired  to  limit  their  school  advantages  to  this  grade. 

UNGRADED  SCHOOLS. 

There  are  six  of  these  schools,  small  in  number,  for  the  • 
most  part,  but  generally  well  taught.  It  may  be  that  two 
or  three  of  the  teachers  adhere  rather  tenaciouslv  to  the 
old  beaten  track,  but  they  have  worked  faithfully,  and  with 
a  fair  degree  of  success.  One  teacher  formed  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  year,  a  class  of  live  members,  of  an  average 
age  of  ten  years,  and  has  taught  them  English  Grammar 
exclusively  by  the  Oral  method.  No  text-book  was  used 

either  by  teacher  or  pupils.  We  wish  all  doubtful  minds 
could  have  witnessed  the  closing  examination.  It  was 
highly  satisfactory,  clearly  showing,  that  one  year  of  such 
instruction  was  fully  equal,  in  practical  results,  to  that 
of  four,  by  the  old  method.  There  was  positive  evidence 
of  this  in  the  school-room.  The  teacher  alsoaffirmed  it. 
This  single  example  plainly  indicates  what  might  be  done 
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in  all  our  schools,  •with  young  learners,  as  early  as  they 
are  able  to  read  understandingly.  In  anoth<ir  and  much 
larger  school,  the  teacher,  without  professing  to  instruct 
orally,  often  does  so  teach,  as  it  were,  instinctively ; — 
apparent  I}',  because  she  can’t  help  it.  Keal,  natural 
teachers  often  do  so.  Drones  never  do.  They  never 
venture  outside  of  the  hive  of  the  text-book, — except 
when  they  arc  driven  out  and  extinguished.  From  this 
unpretending,  ungraded  school  came  the  pupils,  whoso 
papers,  at  the  examination  for  the  High  School,  reached 
the  highest  percentage  of  correct  answers  of  any  that 
were  presented. 


TEACHERS. 

It  is  generally  conceded  by  those  most  capable  of  judg¬ 
ing,  that  there  is  no  calling  more  important  or  more 
deserving  of  respect  and  chnsideratiou  than  that  of  a  well- 
trained,  competent  and  conscientious  teacher  of  the 
young.  Within  the  last  half  century,  many  eloquent 
words  h:ive  been  spoken  and  written  on  this  subject  by 
some  of  the  moit  learned  and  gifted  minds  of  the  time 
and  country.  A  distinguished  preacher,  author  and 
philanthropist,  whose  name  is  as  “familiar  as  household 
words,”  and  whose  memory  is  cherished  and  reverenced 

in  both  hemispheres,  thus  writes :  “There  is  no  office 

% 

higher  than  that  of  a  teacher  of  youth,  for  there  is  nothing 
on  earth  so  precious  as  the  mind,  soul,  character  of  the 

child.  No  office  should  be  regarded  with  -greater  respect. 
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The  first  minds  in  the  community  should  be  encouraged  to 
assume  it.  Parents  should  do  all  but  impoverish  them¬ 
selves,  to  induce  such  to  become  the  guardians  and  guides 
of  their  children.”  That  this  just  encomium  of  the  true 
teacher’s  vocation  was  not  meant  to  include  every  tyro, 
fresh  from  school,  without  experience,  and  without  knowl 
edge  either  of  the  proper  management  of  a  school,  or  of 
the  approved  methods  of  teaching,  is  evident  from  wha^ 
the  same  author  remarks  in  another  connection  :  “  Educa¬ 
tion  is  a  sham  and  a  cheat,  unless  carried  on  by  able, 
acc  omplishcd  teachers.”  If  it  be  true — as  all  the  lead¬ 
ing  educationists,  from  Horace  Mann  down  to  the  pres- 
ent  day,  have  regarded  it  as  being — that  this  business 

of  teaching  deservedly  holds  a  high  rank  among  the 

• 

learned  professions,  it  is,  oonsequently,  as  true,  that  no 
one  can  adequately  fulfil  the  duties  of  this  office,  without 
some  special  preparation  for  the  work.  To  become  a  legit¬ 
imate  and  successful  practitioner  of  law,  necessitates  some¬ 
thing  beside  a  Hisfh  School  or  College  diploma.  To  be¬ 
come  a  skilful  boot  or  dress  maker,  one  has  to  devote 
months  and  years  of  labor  to  learning  how.  His  experi¬ 
ence  is  his  stock  in  trade.  It  is  for  that  he  demands  a 
fair  compensation. 

We  are  aware  that  the  vocation  of  the  teacher  is  not 
generally  regarded  in  this  light.  It  seems  to  be  thought 

that  anybody  may  become  a  teacher — anybody  whose 

/ 

attainments  are  just  in  advance  of  those  taught ;  who  can 
manage  to  keep  her  charge  in  the  school-room,  and  hear 
the  usual  quota  of  word-recitations.  But  it  is  a  most 


pprioiis  mistake, — one  we  seldom  see  made  in  ordinary 

knsiness  affairs,  A  man,  without  professional  training  or 

experience,  iofnorant  alike  of  anatomy  and  medicine  may 

put  out  his  si^n.  and  advertise  himself  as  an  M.  D.  Will 

a  sane  man  e  mploy,  this  person  In  his  family,  in  case  of 

typhoid,  compound  fracture,  or  amputation  ?  But  it  might 

he  urged  in  hehalf  of  this  quack,  as  it  is  sometimes  in  fa' 

vor  nf  an  inexperienced  teacher  ;  “Don’t  he  hard  on  the 

poor,  fellow  ;  he  iikes  doctoring  ;  give  him  a  chance  ;  he 

will  improve  hy  and  hy  and  hecome  skillful  ])v  practise 

and  experience.”  Possibly  he  may.  But  what  of  the 

poor  sufferers  during  all  this  long  and  painful  process  of 

of  experimenting!  We  do  not  say  that  no  one  should 

ever  he  employed  as  teacher  as  teacher  who  has  not  had 

some  training  in  the  ordinary  work  of  the  school-room. 

But  we  do  say  that  choice  of  such  a  candidate  should  he 

made  with  cautioip  and  only  when  circumstances  seem  to 

require  it.  We  believe  in  an  adequate  preparation  fo.i  any 

Avork  before  the  work  is  begun,  and  "not  in  disabling 

deficiencies  at  the  start,  which,  it  is  hopep,  will  be  made 

up  and  remedied,  at  last,  by  years  of  Experimenting  at 

the  public  expense.  Teachers' have  their  Training  Schools 

like  students  in  other  professions.  The  State,  in  her 
/ 

wisdom  and  generosity,  hos  furnished  the  Normal  vSehool,' 
free  to  all  who  are  disposed  to  aAmil  themselves  of  its  ad¬ 
vantages.  But  even  Normal  Schools  cannot  manufacture 
good  teachers — out  of  wood.  The  pith  of  the  matter 
must  be  in  the  individual.  It  affords  us  pleasure,  how¬ 
ever,  to  be  able  to  say,  that  some  of  our  best  teachers, 
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probably  never  saw  the  inside  of  a  Normal  School,  never 

had  an}^  special  professional  trainihg,  but  have  trained 
THEMSELVES  up  to  their  present  state  of  excellence,  by 

observation  and  experience,  by  study  and  self-discipline. 
Real  teachers,  like  real  poets,  are  born — not  made. 

The  true  teacher  teaches  less  by  rote  than  by  a  kind  of 
inspiration.  He  breathes  into  the  minds  of  his  pupils 
something  of  his  own  love  of  learning,  and  by  his  own 

energy  and  enthusiasm,  awakens  kindred  feelings  in  their 
breasts.  The  ends  that  sucli  a  teacher  aims  to  accomplish 

are  not  to  skim  over  the  greatest  number  of  pages,  nor  to 
crowd  in  the  greatest  number  of  words  and  figures  ;  but  to 
draw  out,  to  develop  the  faculties  of  the  pupil — to  teach 
him  to  usa  his  own  mind.  The  true  teacher  is  always  a 
learner — is  never  satisfied  Avith  the  present  attainments. 
The  latest  thought  on  the  subject  of  Education,  the  A^ari- 
ous  modern  theories,  plans,  and  methods  of  teaching, ^ioav 
engaging  the  attention  of  the  ablest  minds,  are,  of  course, 
familiar  to  him. 

In  other  professiods  it  is  customary  to  form''i^ocia- 
tions  for  social  intercourse  and  mucuil  improvement. 
They  hold  regular  meetings,  where  papers  are  read  and 
subjects  of  general  interest  discussed.  We  wish  we  could 
report  the  existence  of  such  an  association  of  teachers  in 
this  toAvn.  We  Avish  Ave  could  report  that  any  of  our 
terchers  had  attended  a  single  Teachers’  Convention,  or 
Institute  during  the  year.  Is  it  to  be  attributed  to  a  gen¬ 
eral  lack  of  interest  in  their  Avork,  that  these  important 

matters  are  ueglectecb 

V  *  .  - i;s.4 
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“  As  is  the  teacher  so  is  the  school.”  One  of  the 
Agents  of  the  Board  of  Educaiion,  in  quoting  this  com¬ 
mon  remark,  aeds :  “  I  think  this  is  also  true — as  are  the 
School  Committees  of  the  town,  so  are  the  schools  of  the 
town.”  This  is  simply  shifting  the  responsibility  from 
one  party  to  another,  and,  at  the  iast  analysis,  fixing  it 
upon  the  voters  of  the  town.  We  accept  the  situation. 

TEXT  BOOKS 

/ 

“Great  books  arc  great  evils.”  The  gcncrnl  truth  of 
this  aphorism  is  more  apparent  perhaps,  in  school  books 
than  in  any  other,  We  might  add  that  too  many  books 
are  great  evils.  Everybody  has  heard  of  the  maxim  : 
“Beware  of  the  man  of  one  book.”  This  is  an  “age  of 
print”  and  of  profusion  of  books,  and  it  requires  much 
wisdom  and  experiene  to  make  a  judicious  selection  for 
schools.  ,  Some  of  our  school  books  are  altgether  too  large 
and  diffuse  for  general  use.  Under  an  ordinary 
teacher,  not  one  in  ten  will  ever  master  them,  or  get  aii}^- 
thing  more  thah  a  smattering  of  thoir  contents.  The  pii- 
pii’  s  memory  is  often  crammed  promiscuously  with  huge 
pages  'of  important  and  unimportant  matter,  while  in  the 
end,  it  retains  but  little.  Such  a  learner  is  seldom  accu¬ 
rate  or  confident  in  anything.  “One  book,’’  concise  and 
comprehensive,  thoroughly  mastered  and  well  digested, 
would  be  of  greater  benefit  to  him  than  a  wholo  library 
of hooky.” 
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The  legislature  of  1876  passed  the  following  act  in 
relation  to  Text  Books  in  ftie  Public  Schools;  “If  any 
change  is  made  as  provided  for  in  section  second  of  this 
act,  each  pupil  then  belonging  to  the  public  schools  arid 
requiring  the  substituted  book,  shall  be  furnihed  with  the 
same  by  the  school  committee  at  the  expense  of  said  town 
or  city.” 

The  subject  of  geographies  came  before  the  committee 
early  in  the  year.  It  was  a  vexed  question  from  the  first 
owing  to  the  diversity  of  books  in  the  schools,  also  to  a 
general  dissatisfaction  with  the  one  last  introduced  and 
approved.  Finally,  it  was  decided  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds 
of  the  entire  Board,  to  substitute,  by  degress,  a  new  book. 
This  change  was  commenced  at  once.  But  at  last,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  several  month’s  delay  and  embarrassment,  oc¬ 
casioned  by  the  Agent’s  failure  to  fulfil  his  agreement, 
and  for  other  reasons,  the  committee,  at  their  recent 
meeting  in  February,  voted  unanimously  to  reconsider 
the  action  whereby  the  new  books  were  substituted,  and 
to  remove  them  at  once  from  the  schools.  That  has  been 
done,  and  the  books  so  disposed  of  as  to  occasion  little  or 
no  expense  to  the  town  or  to  individuals.  The  committee 
also  voted,  without  a  dissenting  voice,  to  re-adopt  War¬ 
ren’s  School  Geographies,  as  the  approved  text-books  in 
that  branch  of  study.  As  this  is  not  really  a  change  in 
books,  it  will  not  be  considered  as  coming  under  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  the  Act  quoted  above.  ^  ^ 

It  will  bo  roadily  porooived  th«t  tho  roqnii'eraouts  of 
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that  Act  amount  to  a  partial  adoption  of  the  system  of 
free  text-books, — a  system  that  has  been  fully  introduced 
in  several  towns  and  cities  of  the  Commonwealth,  with 
great  favor.  It  is  spoken  of  by  those  who  have  tested 
the  plan,  as  economical  and  convenient,  and  in  various 
ways  advantageous  to  the  general  interests  of  the  schools. 

SOUTH  SCHOOL-HOUSE. 


The  ground  immediately  around  this  building  needs 
considerable  tilling  and  giading  to  protect  the  underpin¬ 
ning,  and  keep  out  the  cold.  Sufficient  material  for  the 
work  can  be  easily  obtained  from  the  unsightly  knoll 
in  front  of  tne  house. 

The  committee  would  recommend  that  the  sum  of 
fi  ty  dollars  be  appropriated  for  that  purpose. 


KR,  WHITE, 
NOAH  TORBEY,  I 
S.  W.  HOLLIS,  V 
G.  H.  ARNOLD,  ^ 


FISKE  BARRETT, 
J.  M.  CUTTING, 


School 

Committee. 


% 


63 


Graduates  of  the  Hlgii  Scho  ol. 

Of  the  Class  of  1877. 

HENRY  T.  ANGLIM.  | 
ANNA  T.  BARRETT, 
CHARLES  W,  HOLLIS, 

'  HERBERT  C.  KEITH, 
KATIE  B.  MILES, 
GRACIELL  A  P.  RANDALL, 
CHARLES G.  SHEPPARD, 
HERBERT  W.  WHITE, 

.  A.  JENNIE  WILLIS. 


Statistical  Table  of  the  Sehools. 
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